Joint Working Group Meeting

Environmental Justice & Public Health



HOUSEKEEPING

aguirre@scag.ca.gov



mailto:aguirre@scag.ca.gov

AGENDA



Planning for Health Equity, Advocay
and Leadership

Miguel A. Vazquez, AICP






Creating Enabling and

Equitable Housing and
Multigenerational Communities




PHEAL STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIR Miguel A. Vazquez, AICP, Riverside University Health System - Public Health PHEAL STEERING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS Mariela Alfonzo, PhD, State of Place; Ignacio F. Bunster-Ossa, FASLA; Tamika Butler, Esqg., Tamika L. Butler Consulting LLC; Naomi Doerner,
MUP, Nelson Nygaard; Jaime Fearer, AICP, D.C. Health - Office of Health Equity; Esther S. Greenhouse, M.S., CAPS; Eddy Jara, Dr.PH, Riverside University
Health System - Public Health Mehri "Mehrsa" Mohebbi, Ph.D., American Planning Association - Diversity Equity Inclusion (DEI) Committee Triveece
Penelton, AICP, Vireo; Juan Pablo Reynoso, MPH, MUP, Harvard University; Veronica O. Davis,PE, MEng, MRUP, NSpiregreen; Kelly Rodgers, MLA,
Streetsmart; Mallory Rukhsana Nezam, MDes, Justice + Joy; Giselle Sebag, MPH, LEED AP ND, Fitwel Amb, Global Cities at Bloomberg Associates; Danielle
Schaeffner, MPH, Blue Zones; Elizabeth Tyler, Ph.D., FAICP PHEAL CONTRIBUTORS Beth Altshuler Mufioz, MCP, MPH; Gretchen Armijo, AICP, LEED AP,
Norris Design; Carol Barrett, FAICP; Diana Benitez, MURP, Raimi + Associates; Scott Bernstein, Center for Neighborhood Technology; Marcella Bondie,
AICP; Hazel Borys, PlaceMakers; Matt Burris, AICP, LEED AP, Rancho Cucamonga; Joan Cairney; Yvonna Cazares, City of Oakland; Nupur Chaudhury, MPH,
MUP, New York State Health Foundation; Bo Chung, MPH, MUP, California Strategic Growth Council; Brittany Delany; Susan Desantis, Arellano and
Associates; Stephanie Firestone, MUEP, AARP International; Sara Hammerschmidt, Ph.D., Urban Land Institute; Susan Henderson, MBA, PlaceMakers; Alex
Hinds, Sonoma State University; Kimberley Hodgson, MURP, MS, AICP, RD, Cultivating Healthy Places; Jennifer Horney, Ph.D., University of Delaware; Eric R.
Howell; Cass Isidro, MBA, Safe Routes Partnership; Thomas Jacobson, JD, FAICP, Sonoma State University - Center for Sustainable Communities; Megan
Latshaw, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health; Josh Lee, MRP, San Bernardino Transportation Authority; Steve Lewis, FAIA, NOMAC,
LEED AP, Thinking Leadership; Shireen Malekafzali, MPH, San Mateo County Department of Public Health; Vidal Marquez; Kate Meis, MSCRD, Local
Government Commission; Waffiyyah Murray, Philadelphia Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and Sustainability; Brian Oh, AICP, San Mateo County
Department of Public Health; Jonathan Pacheco Bell, MAUP, MLIS, Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust; Keshia Pollack Porter, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health; Paula Reeves, AICP, Washington State Department of Health; James Rojas, MCP, PLACE IT! Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH,
Public Health Institute; Bill Sadler, JD, MURP, So Cal Public Health Alliance; David Salazar, FAICP; Sagar Shah, Ph.D., American Planning Association;
Mitchell Silver, FAICP, New York City Parks; Sarah Skenazy, MCP, MPH; Nanette Star, MPH, California Strategic Growth Council; Destiny N. Thomas, Ph.D.,
Thrivance Project; Silvia Vargas, FAICP; Leonardo Vazquez, AICP, PP, The National Consortium for Creative Placemaking; Rob Voigt, MAPUP, Parkbridge
Lifestyle Communities; Patricia Walsh, MSAA, Public Art & Civic Design Senior Program Manager, American for the Arts; Sandra Whitehead, PH.D. The
George Washington University - Sustainable Planning Department; Marley Williams, MPA, MSS, So Cal Public Health Alliance; Heather Wooten, MCP,
Onside Partners; Will Wright, Hon AIAI | LA, Director of Government & Public Affairs, AIA Los Angeles; Tina Yuen, MCP, MPH, Changelab Solutions; Ivis
Zambrana Garcia, Ph.D. University of Utah; Miriam Zuk, Ph.D., Enterprise Community Partners EXTERNAL REVIEWERS Manal J. Aboelata, MPH Miroo
Desai, MUP Monica Guerra, Ph.D. Cindy Ma, AICP, LEED AP Veronica Murphy, MScUP Rick Willson, Ph.D., FAICP






..."health equity means that everyone has a fair and just opportunity to be as
healthy as possible. This requires removing obstacles to health such as
poverty, discrimination, and their consequences, including powerlessness
and lack of access to good jobs with fair pay, quality education and housing,
safe environments, and health care.”

-Robert Wood Johnson Foundation



Although the term “community” includes all active and passive

actors in its development, tor the purposes ot this document

“community” reters in particular to “historically overburdened
communities with health inequities.”






























Resources

PHEAL Guiding Principles
https.//www.stateofplace.co/pheal

AARP Equity by Design
https://tinyurl.com/ynrcmyfb

Contact Developing the National Healthy
. Communities Platform
MIgUE| A. Vazquez, AICP https://platformforhealth.rivcoph.org/

mvazquez@ruhealth.org



Healthy Cities Toolbox



Purpose




Accessibility to Essential Affordable Housing Air Quality

Services Climate Change

Economic g f Transportation
S Physical Activity Sg foty



Public Health Focus Areas

« Affordable Housing

* Physical Activity

 Transportation Safety




Affordable Housing

Riverside County’s Community
Planning and Development Programs
Action Plan Loma Linda Veterans’

Village

Ventura County’s Housing Trust Fund —
Revolving Loan Fund.



https://rivcoeda.org/Portals/0/CDBG/PlansAndReports/OYAP%20Draft%204_17_2020.pdf?ver=2020-04-20-075900-440
https://www.metahousing.com/location/loma-linda-veterans-village/
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/45-3191747

Physical Activity

Metro's Go Bike

Riding Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
(LACBC), Youth Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Education
Program, Focus Cities Program California Walks

Los
Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC)

Riverside County’s
Healthy Development Checklists.



https://www.metro.net/riding/go-bike/
https://la-bike.org/about-us/
https://www.bchd.org/youthbicycleeducation
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/programs/community-pedestrian-and-bicycle-safety-program-cpbsp/focus-cities-program
https://www.calwalks.org/
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/place/docs/Los%20Angeles%20County%20Bicycle%20Coalition_Active%20Streets%20LA%20toolkit_91614.pdf
https://cheac.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/RUHS-HDC_FINAL09142017.pdf

Transportation Safety

Vision Zero Policies

Vision Zero LA County: A Plan for
Safer Roadways Safe Streets Long Beach
Action Plans Safe Mobility Santa Ana —
A Vision Zero Plan

SCAG’s Go Human campaign

Los Angeles Walks
Safe Routes for Seniors

program



https://visionzeronetwork.org/about/what-is-vision-zero/
https://pw.lacounty.gov/visionzero/
http://www.longbeach.gov/goactivelb/programs/safe-streets-lb/
https://www.santa-ana.org/smsa
https://scag.ca.gov/go-human
http://www.losangeleswalks.org/
http://www.losangeleswalks.org/safe_routes_for_seniors




Environmental Justice Toolbox



Background







Purpose




EJ Toplcs

Healthy, Safe, and Sanitary Roadway and Aviation Noise
Housing Impacts

Access to Essential Services and

Facilities

Active Living, Active Impacts of Road Pricing
Transportation, and Physical Mechanisms

Activity

Other Policy Recommendations
for E) Impacts







Air Quality and Pollution Exposure Impacts



Community Outreach and Engagement






-health
nmental-justice



Cal-Adapt

visualize climate data download climate projections

learn about climate change science



Let’s take a look!

https://cal-adapt.org



Local Climate Change Snapshot Tool

e Designed to be straightforward, introductory, and accessible

e Intended to support municipal adaptation planning (e.g LHMP
compilation), education, and advocacy

e Simplifies settings for parameters like GCMs and time intervals
to quickly provided information



Steps to use the tool

1. Select an aggregation boundary and location.
2. View projections for a collection of physical climate variables.

3. Connect with additional resources.









Selecting a county [

Selecting a city 1



Annual average
maximum temperature

Annual average
minimum temperature

Extreme heat days

Warm nights

Maximum 1-day
precipitation

Maximum length of dry
spell

Annual precipitation

e Annual average area
burned



Emissions scenarios - RCPs

e RCP 4.5, medium emissions scenario: global CO,
emissions peak by 2040 and then decline.

e RCP 8.5, high emissions scenario: global CO,
emissions continue to rise throughout the 21st

century.

Your choice of RCP scenario will depend on your risk tolerance, grant
application instructions, and other context. When in doubt, consider both.



Let’s take a look!

https://cal-adapt.org/tools/local-climate-change-snapshot



Questions?



Thank you!

Sign up for the Cal-Adapt newsletter:
https://cal-adapt.org/signup.html

Email us at support@cal-adapt.org.



https://cal-adapt.org/signup.html
mailto:support@cal-adapt.org

Appendices



e Two emissions scenarios (RCPs) - RCP 4.5 and RCP 8.5
e 32 LOCA downscaled projections (models)
o Average of all 32 models - dark lines

o Range of all 32 models - shaded region









Extreme Heat Best Practices



Extreme Heat



Extreme Heat and Public Health




Best Practices (SCAG region) - Adaptation Strategles

City of Indio City of Laguna Woods

City of Inglewood



Best Practices (SCAG region & California) - Ordinances

« Los Angeles Cool Roof Ordinance

« California’s Heat lllness Prevention in
Outdoor Places of Employment

- SB 1167 Employment Safety for Indoor
Worker



Resllience Strategles



Heat Response Plans (Outside of SCAG region)

Minnesota Extreme Heat Toolkit

- Predict extreme heat events - Criteria for activating and
deactivating the plan

« Activate response plan and
notify the public
- ldentification of vulnerable

- Evaluate response plan persons



Adaptation Strategies (Outside of SCAG region)

Increase access to air conditioners and reduce the economic
burden of electricity use for vulnerable populations

Encourage the use of and improve the amenities offered by
cooling centers

Implement green design techniques and increase renewable
energy production to promote natural cooling and reduce
NYC’s carbon footprint



Recommendations for Local Jurisdictions (CA DPH)

cool, porous, or sustainable « Improve community resilience
materials in pavements

. urban vulnerable populations
greening green

infrastructure


http://healthyplacesindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2013_cph_preparing_california_for_extreme_eat.pdf

Thank you!
Questions? Comments?



Environmental Justice (“EJ”)
County of Riverside

SCAG Joint EJ & PH Working Groups
March 18, 2021

Robert Flores, Principal Planner

Riverside County Planning Department



SB 1000

- SB1000 (2016)

* Address Environmental Justice
* Incorporate EJ “goals, policies, programs” into General Plan

* Objectives for Disadvantaged Communities (“DCs”):
* |dentify DCs within unincorporated County
* Reduce unique or compounded health risks
* Promote civic engagement in public decision-making process
* Prioritize improvements and programs that address the needs



What is Environmental Justice?

* “Environmental Justice is the fair treatment of people of all races,
cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations,

and policies.”



EJ Communities
(a.k.a DCs)

An Environmental Justice Community (EJ Community/-ies) is defined as:

*  “low-income area that is disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other
hazards that can lead to negative health effects, exposure, or environmental degradation”.

Identified by the CalEPA based on the area’s socioeconomic, public health, and
environmental hazard criteria.

* CalEPA uses CalEnviroScreen to identify and designate EJ communities throughout state.

UC Davis Study

¢ Vulnerable Zones



Outreach for EJ

* Initial outreach community outreach (pre-pandemic)

* Presentations to community councils

* Four (4) community councils in strategic locations
* Introduction & Q/A

* Planning Commission study session
* Project-specific community meeting (Spanish only)
e East County, Eastern Coachella Valley: Mecca, CA
e Qutreach for draft policies (post-pandemic) (English and Spanish)
* Virtual office hours
e Two (2) virtual policy charettes



Outreach for EJ

* Website & Social Media (English and Spanish)

* Dedicated webpage
* Information
* Draft documents
* Qutreach schedule

e Social Media

* Public hearings and comment periods



General Plan Amendment for EJ

e Land Use Element (LUE): EJ framework and legal basis (SB1000) are
being added to LUE

* Healthy Communities Element (HCE): EJ policies are compiled in HCE

 Policies are grouped as described in state law (SB1000); policies address
topics under the following categories:
* Civic engagement
* Health Risk Reduction
* Public Facilities
* Policies apply only in mapped areas of EJ communities, as modified by the
county

* Mapped areas depict environmentally disadvantaged communities



How will this work?

I General Plan |
i Policy 1'

/
Zoning Design I Implementation 1|
. . . I . I
Regulation Guidelines |\Program Actions |
=4

I N Sy

Required Recommended Necessary :
standards standards Measures ’l



Implementation and Next Steps

* Implementation Plan:
* Land use development projects in EJ areas
 Evaluation for compliance with applicable EJ policies
* Venue for evaluation — affected Municipal Advisory Councils and Community
Councils
* Approval Process
* Public hearings for EJ general plan amendment and implementation plan
* Expected to be adopted in late winter or early spring



Thank you!

Questions?



Website

* For more information regarding Environmental Justice, please refer to
the Dedicated Riv. Co. Environmental Justice webpage:

planning.rctima.org/EJ




SCAG's Equity Efforts



SCAG’'s Commitment to Equity & Social Justice

Special Committee on Equity &
Social Justice



Defining Equity

“As central to SCAG’s work, racial equity describes the

actions, policies, and practices that eliminate bias and
barriers that have historically and systemically

marginalized communities of color, to ensure all people

can be healthy, prosperous, and participate fully in civic
life.”




Researching & Understanding Our Baseline



Encourage
Racial Equity

) Activate &
in Local

Amplify

Planning
Practices




Establishing an Equity Framework: Strategies

Listen & Learn

Develop a shared

understanding of
our history.

Integrate &

Institutionalize
Focus on systems
change to improve
racial equity.

Engage &
Co-Power

Foster an inclusive
environment.




Identifying Early Actions

e Listen & Learn:

* Engage & Co-Power:

* Integrate & Institutionalize:



Take the Racial Equity Early Action Plan Survey!

N

www.surveymonkey.com/r/earlyactionplan




