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ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE

Thursday, July 1, 2021
9:30a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

To Participate on Your Computer:

https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062

To Participate by Phone:
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 317 727 062

Please see next page for detailed
instructions on how to participate in the meeting.

PUBLIC ADVISORY

Given recent public health directives limiting public gatherings due to the threat
of COVID-19 and in compliance with the Governor’s recent Executive Order N-
29-20, the meeting will be held telephonically and electronically.

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on
any of the agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via
email at aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes are also available at:
WWw.scag.ca.gov/committees.

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will
accommodate persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to
participate in this meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited
proficiency in the English language access the agency’s essential public information
and services. You can request such assistance by calling (213) 630-1420. We request
at least 72 hours (three days) notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will
make every effort to arrange for assistance as soon as possible.


https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062
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Instructions for Public Comments

You may submit public comments in two (2) ways:

1.

Submit written comments via email to: EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by
5pm on Wednesday, June 30, 2021.

All written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, June 30, 2021 will be
announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.

. If participating via Zoom or phone, during the Public Comment Period, use the

“raise hand” function on your computer or *9 by phone and wait for SCAG
staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG staff will unmute your line
when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 3 minutes, or as
otherwise directed by the presiding officer.

If unable to connect by Zoom or phone and you wish to make a comment, you
may submit written comments via email to: EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov.

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and
California Government Code Section 54957.9, if a SCAG meeting is “willfully
interrupted” and the “orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the
presiding officer or the Chair of the legislative body may order the removal of the
individuals who are disrupting the meeting.


mailto:EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov
mailto:EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov
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Instructions for Participating in the Meeting

SCAG is providing multiple options to view or participate in the meeting:

To Participate and Provide Verbal Comments on Your Computer

1.
2.

Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062

If Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom”
on the launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser. If Zoom
has previously been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for
the application to launch automatically.

Select “Join Audio via Computer.”

The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, “Please
wait for the host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the
meeting begins.

. During the Public Comment Period, use the “raise hand” function located in the

participants’” window and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name. SCAG
staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to
3 minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer.

To Listen and Provide Verbal Comments by Phone

1.

w

Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room. Given high call volumes
recently experienced by Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect
successfully.

Enter the Meeting ID: 317 727 062, followed by #.

Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue.

You will hear audio of the meeting in progress. Remain on the line if the
meeting has not yet started.

. During the Public Comment Period, press *9 to add yourself to the queue and

wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG staff will
unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 3
minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer.


https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062
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EEC - Energy and Environment Committee
Members — July 2021

1. Hon. David Pollock
EEC Chair, Moorpark, RC District 46

2. Hon. Deborah Robertson
EEC Vice Chair, Rialto, RC District 8

3. Hon. Cindy Allen
Long Beach, RC District 30

4. Hon. Victoria Baca
Moreno Valley, WRCOG

5. Hon. Ana Beltran
Westmorland, ICTC

6. Hon. Daniel Brotman
Glendale, AVCJPA

7. Hon. Margaret Clark
Rosemead, SGVCOG

8. Hon. Robert Copeland
Signal Hill, GCCOG

9. Hon. Maria Davila
South Gate, GCCOG

10. Hon. Ned Davis
Westlake Village, LVMCOG

11. Hon. Rick Denison
Yucca Valley, SBCTA

12. Hon. Julian Gold
Beverly Hills, WSCCOG

13. Hon. Shari Horne
Laguna Woods, OCCOG

14. Hon. Britt Huff
Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG

15. Hon. Dan Kalmick
Huntington Beach, OCCOG

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To foster innovative regional solutions that improve Southern California’s Catalyst for a Brighter Future
the lives of Southern Californians through inclusive

collaboration, visionary planning, regional advocacy, OUR CORE VALUES

information sharing, and promoting best practices. Be Open | Lead by Example | Make an Impact | Be Courageous
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16. Hon. Joe Kalmick
Seal Beach, RC District 20

17. Hon. Elaine Litster
Simi Valley, VCOG

18. Hon. Diana Mahmud
South Pasadena, SGVCOG

19. Hon. Cynthia Moran
Chino Hills, SBCTA

20. Hon. Oscar Ortiz
Indio, CVAG

21. Sup. Luis Plancarte
Imperial County

22. Hon. Randall Putz
Big Bear Lake, RC District 11

23. Sup. Carmen Ramirez
Ventura County

24. Hon. Greg Raths
Mission Viejo, OCCOG

25. Hon. Richard Rollins
Port Hueneme, VCOG

26. Hon. Jesus Silva
Fullerton, Pres. Appointment (Member at Large)

27. Hon. Sharon Springer
Burbank, SFVCOG

28. Hon. Connor Traut
Buena Park, OCCOG

29. Hon. John Valdivia
San Bernardino, SBCTA

30. Hon. Edward Wilson
Signal Hill, GCCOG

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To foster innovative regional solutions that improve Southern California’s Catalyst for a Brighter Future
the lives of Southern Californians through inclusive

collaboration, visionary planning, regional advocacy, OUR CORE VALUES

information sharing, and promoting best practices. Be Open | Lead by Example | Make an Impact | Be Courageous
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only

Thursday, July 1, 2021

9:30 AM

The Energy and Environment Committee may consider and act upon any of the items on the agenda
regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action items.

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(The Honorable David Pollock, Chair)

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Members of the public are encouraged to submit written comments by sending an email to:
EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by 5pm on Wednesday, June 30, 2021. Such comments will be
transmitted to members of the legislative body and posted on SCAG’s website prior to the meeting.
Written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, June 30, 2021 will be announced and included
as part of the official record of the meeting. Members of the public wishing to verbally address the
Energy and Environment Committee will be allowed up to 3 minutes to speak, with the presiding
officer retaining discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient and orderly conduct
of the meeting. The presiding officer has the discretion to reduce the time limit based upon the
number of comments received and may limit the total time for all public comments to twenty (20)
minutes.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval ltems
1. Minutes of the Meeting - June 3, 2021

Receive and File

2. 2020 Sustainable Communities Program - Smart Cities & Mobility
Innovations Call for Applications - Proposed Project List

ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEM

3. Release of Conformity Analysis of Draft Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) Amendment No. 10 Mins.
1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 for Public Review and Comment
(Rongsheng Luo, Acting Manager of Compliance and Performance Monitoring)

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:

Recommend the Regional Council (RC) to authorize the Executive Director to release the
transportation conformity analysis of the Draft Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) Amendment No.
1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 for Public Review and Comment.

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To foster innovative regional solutions that improve Southern California’s Catalyst for a Brighter Future
the lives of Southern Californians through inclusive

collaboration, visionary planning, regional advocacy, OUR CORE VALUES

information sharing, and promoting best practices. Be Open | Lead by Example | Make an Impact | Be Courageous
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|
m, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA

INFORMATION ITEMS

4. Overview of Regional Transportation Conformity 15 Mins.
(Rongsheng Luo, Acting Manager of Compliance and Performance Monitoring)

5. California Air Resources Board (CARB) 2022 Scoping Plan Update 10 Mins.
(Sarah Dominguez, Senior Regional Planner)

6. SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update 15 Mins.
(Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainability)

7. Second Quarterly Update on Climate Change Action Resolution Activities 15 Mins.
(Kimberly Clark, Program Manager)

8. 2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation 15 Mins.
(CivicSpark Fellows: Natalie Arreaga, Amanda Caswell, and Vannesa Reyes
Salazar)

9. Ventura County Air Pollution Reduction Program 25 Mins.
(Dr. Laki Tisopulos, Executive Officer, VCAPCD)

CHAIR'S REPORT
(The Honorable David Pollock, Chair)

STAFF REPORT
(Grieg Asher, SCAG Staff)

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To foster innovative regional solutions that improve Southern California’s Catalyst for a Brighter Future
the lives of Southern Californians through inclusive

collaboration, visionary planning, regional advocacy, OUR CORE VALUES

information sharing, and promoting best practices. Be Open | Lead by Example | Make an Impact | Be Courageous
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2021

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE (EEC). A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE
AT: <http://scag.igm?2.com/Citizens/>.

The Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) held its meeting telephonically and electronically
given public health directives limiting public gatherings due to the threat of COVID-19 and in
compliance with the Governor’s recent Executive Order N-29-20. A quorum was present.

Members Present

Hon. David Pollock, Moorpark (Chair) District 46
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto (Vice Chair) District 8
Hon. Cindy Allen, Long Beach District 30
Hon. Victoria Baca, Moreno Valley WRCOG
Hon. Ana Beltran, Westmoreland ICTC

Hon. Daniel Brotman, Glendale AVCIJPA
Hon. Margaret Clark, Rosemead SGVCOG
Hon. Robert Copeland, Signal Hill GCCOG
Hon. Ned Davis, Westlake Village LVMCOG
Hon. Rick Denison, Yucca Valley SBCTA
Hon. Julian Gold, Beverly Hills WSCCOG
Hon. Shari Horne, Laguna Woods 0OCCOG
Hon. Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates SBCCOG
Hon. Dan Kalmick, Huntington Beach 0OCCOG
Hon. Joe Kalmick, Seal Beach District 20
Hon. Elaine Litster, Simi Valley VCOG
Hon. Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena SGVCOG
Hon. Cynthia Moran, Chino Hills SBCTA
Hon. Oscar Ortiz, Indio CVAG
Sup. Luis Plancarte Imperial County
Hon. Randall Putz, Big Bear Lake District 11
Sup. Carmen Ramirez Ventura County

Packet Pg. 7
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Hon. Greg Raths, Mission Viejo 0OCCOG

Hon. Richard Rollins, Port Hueneme VCOG

Hon. Jesus Silva, Fullerton President’s Appointment

Hon. Sharon Springer, Burbank SFVCOG

Hon. Connor Traut, Buena Park 0OCCOG

Hon. Edward H.J. Wilson, Signal Hill GCCOG

Members Not Present
Hon. Maria Davila, South Gate GCCOG
Hon. John Valdivia, San Bernardino SBCCOG

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair David Pollock called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. Staff confirmed that a quorum was
present. Vice Chair Deborah Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Chair Pollock opened the Public Comment Period.

SCAG staff announced that no public comments were received before or after the deadline for
written public comments.

Seeing there were no public comment speakers, Chair Pollock closed the Public Comment Period.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no requests to prioritize agenda items.
CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval Items

1. Minutes of the Meeting - April 1, 2021

Receive and File

2. Climate Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure (CAPTI) Comment Letter

A MOTION was made (Gold) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was SECONDED (Silva) and

Packet Pg. 8
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passed by the following votes:

AYES: Allen, Baca, Beltran, Brotman, Copeland, Davis*, Denison, Gold, Horne, Huff, D.
Kalmick, J. Kalmick, Litster, Moran, Ortiz, Plancarte, Pollock, Putz, Ramirez, Raths,
Robertson, Rollins, Silva, Springer and Traut (25)

NOES: None (0)

ABSTAINS: None (0)

*Ned Davis messaged staff via zoom stating his vote was yes on the Consent Calendar.
INFORMATION ITEMS

3. CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Overview

Andrew Slocombe, of the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) provided an
overview of CalEnviroScreen 4.0, a mapping tool that helps identify communities that face multiple
burdens of pollution and socioeconomic disadvantages and is intended to help CalEPA prioritize
work in the state’s most burdened communities. He provided background information and stated
that in 2010, OEHHA developed CalEnviroScreen as part of CalEPA’s environmental justice program.
He reported that OEHHA had released a draft of CalEnviroScreen 4.0, and they had just finished the
public comment period and would be finalizing it later this year. He indicated the tool was used
within Cal EPA to help identify disadvantaged communities for funding allocation purposes like per
SB 535, which requires 25% of cap-and-trade funds be spent on projects that benefit disadvantaged
communities. He provided an overview of the CalEnviroScreen indicator components which either
fall under Pollution Burden (exposure - direct contact with pollutions & environmental effects -
adverse environmental conditions caused by pollutants) or Population Characteristics (sensitive
populations - populations with physiological conditions that result in increased vulnerability to
pollutants and socioeconomic factors - community characteristics that result in increased
vulnerability to pollutants). He indicated that in the updated CalEnviroScreen they proposed the
addition of one new exposures indicator, the issue of lead exposure in children, and included a new
hub site, a platform for accessing information. Other major updates for 4.0 include the drinking
water, pesticide use indicator, groundwater threats indicator, and the hazardous waste indicator.
Lastly, with respect to the Children's Lead Risk from Housing indicator, he stated that the indicator
identifies communities that have the highest potential for lead exposure due to old housing.

Vice Chair Deborah Robertson, Rialto, District 8, asked if they had looked at infant mortality
throughout the state because they had high infant mortality in the SCAG region. Mr. Slocombe
stated with respect to infant mortality and data, they did not have this information in the model or

Packet Pg. 9
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tool, but it was an interesting area that researchers can look at. She also asked how many census
tracts in the SCAG region were above 90% and how they were faring as a Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) versus all the other MPQ’s in state. Mr. Slocombe addressed Vice Chair
Robertson’s question regarding census tracts and indicated that a large number of the census tracts
that were identified statewide were in the greater Los Angeles area.

4. Battery Storage Projects for SCAG Region

Josh Torres, Senior Policy Advisor of Southern California Edison provided information on what they
are doing to prepare for the summer season with a focus around energy storage. He also provided a
brief review of the 2020 California Independent System Operator (CAISO) rotating outages which
directed utilities to implement rotating outages in August 2020. He further elaborated that the
known factors causing the shortage of electricity supply in August 2020 was the heat wave
California was experiencing, the unexpected natural gas generation losses, lower levels of wind
generation and lowered availability of electricity imports from out of state. He reported on what
they were doing to avoid rotating outages again and indicated they were working closely with state
regulators and other public utilities to bring an additional 770 megawatts of new energy storage by
August 1, which will bring the cumulative megawatts of energy storage under SCE’s control to
1,000. He indicated they were also revamping their demand response programs for existing and
new customers. He addressed the different types of power outages and the causes such as: 1)
scheduled maintenance outage, which customers receive notification for; 2) repair outages, which
is when something unexpected happens like an equipment issue, vegetation from the lines, or a
construction crew accidently digs into an underground line; 3) emergency outage, which is kind of
like a repair outage when SCE discovers something unsafe; 4) rotating outages, which is when at
the statewide level there is an insufficient supply to meet the demand; and 5) public safety power
shutoffs or PSPS, which apply to the high fire risk areas. He also stated they were looking at grid
reliability in the future and were forecasting grid needs in five- and 10-year increments to help
determine what capital upgrades are going to be necessary in order to accommodate changing
customer behavior. They were also hardening the grid against climate impacts, such as heat waves
and wildfires and as climate change gets worse every single year, they were looking at the steps
they need to take today against the threat from wildfire in the future. He emphasized the
importance of maintaining reliability as they transitioned to 100% carbon free electricity.

Policy Committee Member Elaine Litster, Simi Valley, VCOG, asked about helicopters hovering
above power lines. Mr. Torres indicated it was related to inspections to make sure that the
equipment was in good working order. She also stated that in Mr. Torres had reported that they
were going to increase their storage levels and had discussed the need to procure additional
generation. She asked where they were getting this additional generation from. Mr. Torres
indicated it was a mix of all the different generation they currently had, and their biggest source
was natural gas procurements and new wind and solar contracts that were coming online.

Packet Pg. 10




Policy Committee Member Carmen Ramirez, Ventura County, asked Mr. Torres to talk about people
who needed their medical equipment without interruption. Mr. Torres reported that customers
could enroll in their medical baseline program, in which a customer service team does a walk
through with the customer and creates an emergency plan. He indicated they also offered the
battery backup program for certain customers who either qualified for a discounted or free backup
battery to help power a medical device.

Policy Committee Member Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena, SGVCOG, asked why Mr. Torres’
presentation was not suggesting operating a pool during off peak or middle of the night hours. Mr.
Torres stated he did not suggest it because pools were typically a little noisy and sometimes you
might get complaints from neighbors. He further explained that operating during a peak solar year,
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., would also be the time when the grid is the cleanest, which was
another benefit. With respect to SCE’s rate case, she asked what the increase amount was and the
timing for implementation. Mr. Torres indicated that their general rate case had not been
concluded and they were still waiting for a decision from the California Public Utilities Commission
(PUC). Additional discussion ensued on the SCE’s general rate case. Lastly, she asked if SCE planned
to upgrade or make changes to smart meters to enable them to provide greater distribution circuit
reliability. Mr. Torres stated the reason that smart meters did not have that visibility right now was
because they only read them once every 24 hours.

Vice Chair Robertson stated she noticed they offered programs for customers in replacing their
aging system, but did not see resources available to assist people, especially those who were
disadvantaged, and asked how they addressed equity. Mr. Torres reported that for vulnerable
customers they had their Energy Savings Assistance Program, where they will go into the customers
home and replace appliances free of charge. He indicated they had just received approval from the
PUC to augment that program and to expand it to a full home renovation. He stated that once they
were able to operationalize that program, they will go into their lowest income customers’ homes
and completely retrofit them by giving them a new air conditioner, refrigerator, electric water
heater, upgrading their panels, and making their home completely electric. He stated that for
moderate-and-upper income customers they had their rebates to make it easier to access the more
efficient appliances. He explained that they had designed the rebates to make it cost effective to
select the higher efficiency appliances for those customers that were going to replace their units.

5. Public Safety Power Shutoff Update

Robert Stiens, Senior Public Affairs Manager for Southern California Edison (SCE), provided an
overview of recent developments in Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) events in the SCE service
territory and discussed the utility’s program and policies to address disruptive impacts. He indicated
they were working on implementing a plan to reduce the impact of PSPS to their customers and
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communities, which consisted of reducing the need for PSPS, executing PSPS more effectively,

reducing the impacts of PSPS, keeping partners and customers informed, and enhancing post-event
reporting. He highlighted the tools to reduce the need for PSPS as follows:

Insulated Wires - targeted replacement of bare wire with insulated wires (covered
conductor) to be able to safely raise windspeed thresholds for PSPS;

Segmentation - installing additional Automated devices to further isolate and reduce the
number of customers that have to be deenergized per circuit;

Weather Stations - adding new weather stations to improve situational awareness and
increase accuracy of PSPS operations - so only those circuits facing danger are in scope;
Switching Protocols - continuing to develop circuit specific protocols to move customers to
nearby circuits not impacted by PSPS, to reduce the number of customers remaining on an
affected circuit; and

Operational Protocols - up-to-date information on ground conditions, such as lack of
vegetation, recent burn scars, and location of poles and wires which considered to assess
wildfire threat and the need for PSPS.

Lastly, he provided a brief overview of the customer care programs such as rebates or the battery
backup program, which was expanded to include all eligible medical baseline customers in a high
fire risk area.

Policy Committee Member Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG, asked if there was a common
denominator in the 72 circuits that were most frequently impacted in terms of location or
maintenance. Mr. Stiens indicated it was predominantly windy areas, or what the PUC defined as a
high fire risk area.

Policy Committee Member Litster asked if there was a reimbursement program for the loss of
appliances during PSPS. Mr. Stiens indicated that currently their claims process does not cover
PSPS’s. She also asked about SCE’s Public Safety Partner Portal and Mr. Stiens provided a brief
overview of the two key components of the portal regarding planning (information to help for
planning purposes when there is no active PSPS event) and in-event (information used to get active
PSPS information and archived PSPS event information).

CHAIR’S REPORT

Chair Pollock reported that the Governor's office announced the end of the tiered program for the
pandemic and that it would not immediately end the statutory requirements on the Brown Act.

STAFF REPORT
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mr
CAG
| I I
Grieg Asher reported he was working on a presentation from the Ventura County Air District to
report on some of their programs, in addition to a presentation from the California Air Resources

Control Board regarding climate investments, or more commonly known as the Cap-and-Trade
Program.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Policy Committee Member Ramirez requested a presentation on the drought and conservation
measures.

Policy Committee Member Diana Mahmud stated that several cities had been hearing from
residents about enacted ordinances on gas powered lawn equipment and stated that it would be
helpful to get an update from the SCAQMD on the rebates available and the requirements. She also
reported that the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board anticipated to schedule the
successor to the 2012 permit later this month or next, and asked for a presentation on that permit,
which was going to be expensive for them.

Vice Chair Robertson offered a presentation on the Mircogrid project in Rialto and the repurposing
of a ten plus acre retention basin.

Policy Committee Member Jesus Silva, Fullerton, requested an item regarding the drought,
specifically to address the amount of water they might be losing due to leaky pipes and mains, and
suggested Adan Ortega could probably provide the presentation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chair Pollock adjourned the Energy and Environment Committee
meeting at 11:26 a.m.

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE EEC]
/!
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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

2021-22
Total Mtgs
MEMBERS Representing Jun | Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Jan | Feb | Mar | April | May | Attended
To Date

Allen, Cindy Long Beach, District 30 1
Baca, Victoria Moreno Valley, WRCOG 1
Beltran, Ana Westmoreland, ICTC 1
Brotman, Daniel Glendale, AVCJPA 1
Clark, Margaret Rosemead, SGVCOG 1
Copeland, Robert Signal Hill, GCCOG 1

Davila, Maria

South Gate, GCCOG

Davis, Ned

Westlake Village, LVMCOG

Denison, Rick

Yucca Valley, SCBTA

Gold, Julian Beverly Hills, WSCCOG
Horne, Shari Laguna Woods, OCCOG
Huff, Britt Rolling Hills Estates, SCBCOG
Kalmick, Dan Huntington Beach, OCCOG
Kalmick, Joe Seal Beach, District 20

Litster, Elaine

Simi Valley, VCOG

Mahmud, Diana

So. Pasadena, SGVCOG

Moran, Cynthia

Chino Hills, SBCTA

Ortiz, Oscar

Indio, CVAG

Plancarte, Luis

Imperial County

Pollock, David (CHAIR)

Moorpark, VCOG

Putz, Randall

Big Bear Lake, District 11

Ramirez, Carmen

Oxnard, RC District 45

Raths, Greg

Mission Viejo, OCCOG

Robertson, Deborah

Rialto, RC District 8

Rollins, Richard

Port Hueneme, VCOG

Silva, Jesus

Fullerton, President's Appointment

Springer, Sharon

Burbank, SFVCOG

Traut, Connor

Buena Park, OCCOG

RIRr(R|Rr[R|[RIR[R|R[R|R|R|R|R[R|R[R[(R[R|[R|~

Valdivia, John

San Bernardino, SBCCOG

Wilson, Edward H.J.

Signal Hill, GCCOG

mlolr]r]|rIR|IrRIR|IR]IR|IR]IR]IR]IR]IRrR]R]IRr]IR]IR]IR]IR]IRr]IR]|olrRr]IR]IRIR]R]R

Attachment: EEC Attendance Sheet 2021-22 (Minutes of the Meeting - June 3, 2021)
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) APPROVAL

Transportation Committee (TC) .
Regional Council (RC) K.GM S
From: Marisa Laderach, Senior Regional Planner
(213) 236-1927, laderach@scag.ca.gov
Subject: 2020 Sustainable Communities Program - Smart Cities & Mobility
Innovations Call for Applications - Proposed Project List

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD and EEC:
Receive and File

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR TC:

Recommend that the Regional Council approve the 2020 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP)
Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations (SCMI) Award Recommendations and authorize staff to initiate
projects.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:
Approve 2020 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations (SCMI)
Award Recommendations and authorize staff to initiate the projects.

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 4: Provide innovative information and value-
added services to enhance member agencies’ planning and operations and promote regional
collaboration.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On September 3, 2020, the Regional Council approved the 2020 Sustainable Communities
Program (SCP) Guidelines, which consisted of multiple Calls for Applications. The SCP is a multi-
year program designed to support and implement the policies and initiatives of the Regional
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and continues the themes
of the previous round of funded projects. On February 4, 2021, Regional Council approved the
Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations (SCMI) Guidelines and authorized staff to release the 2021
Call for Applications for SCMI project types. SCMI project types support the implementation of
three Connect SoCal Key Connections, focusing on Smart Cities & Job Centers, Go Zones, and
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Shared Mobility/Mobility as a Service, to expand upon our mobility ecosystems and advance the
region’s vision.

Staff released the SCP Call for Proposals on February 8, 2021. Applications were submitted
through April 23, 2021. SCAG received a total of twenty-one (21) project proposals by the April 23
deadline, valued at approximately $4.96 million across all project categories and types. Staff has
completed a ranking of proposals and has identified eight (8) top ranked projects for funding
totaling approximately $2.5 million. Staff is seeking RC approval of award recommendations and
authorization to begin contacting project sponsors in order to develop a program schedule and
initiate projects.

BACKGROUND:

Call for Applications

The SCP Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations (SCMI) guidelines and scoring criteria were developed
by SCAG staff to support innovative approaches for addressing and solving regional issues. The
program identified specific project types that provide practical, relevant strategies for meeting SB
375 greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets and queue jurisdictions for future funding
opportunities. This approach allows SCAG to maximize benefits from available resources. Rather
than providing direct grants to jurisdictions, the SCP serves as a broad resource program and
provides direct technical assistance to complete projects. Resources will be provided for projects
that meet SCP and SCMI goals and are within the following four defined project types:

e Curb Space Data Collection & Inventory: Expands and updates the curb space data inventory
through innovative data collection methods to advance plans, studies, and activities, and
ultimately help the region understand and regulate the growing need for curb space use.

e Technology Assessment or Adoption Plan: Provides opportunities for jurisdictions to assess
technology frameworks and demonstrations related to curb space management, curb
regulating, on-street and off-street parking management, last mile delivery solutions and
other curb and mobility challenges, to enhance infrastructure and prepare for an
increasingly connected world.

e Parking Management Plan: Advances parking management to help achieve a balanced
transportation system. Strategies will be used to regulate supply, reduce street congestion,
and encourage transit use.

e Permitting Process Evaluation: Evaluates existing and/or new permitted uses for the curb
space to improve safety and equitable access for all users.

Following Regional Council’s approval on February 4, 2021, the 2020 SCP Smart Cities & Mobility
Innovations guidelines and scoring criteria were released by staff alongside a Call for Applications.
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By the deadline of April 23, 2021, SCAG received a total of twenty-one (21) project proposals valued
at approximately $4.96 million in funding across all project categories and types.

Evaluation Process

The evaluation process involved four (4) evaluation teams that reviewed and scored applications
submitted to the SCP SCMI Call. Each team comprised staff from partner agencies, community-
based organizations (CBOs), and SCAG. Final award recommendations are based on application
score, regional funding equity targets, and regional geographic equity.

Award Recommendations

Staff completed a ranking of proposals and is recommending eight (8) top ranked projects for
funding totaling approximately $2.5 million. The highest-ranking proposals reflect stated SCMI
program goals, including but not limited to:

e Encourage jurisdictions to partner with SCAG to find innovative solutions to challenges
associated with the ever-changing nature of parking, freight and last mile deliveries, and
commerce at the curb;

e Create dynamic, connected, built environments that support multimodal mobility, reduce
reliance on single-occupant vehicles, and reduce VMT;

e Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality by reducing driving alone, idling,
or searching for parking;

e Support healthy and equitable communities by allocating public resources like curb space
more equitably;

e Encourage shared modes, manage parking effectively, and support commerce and the
growth of housing and employment in job centers;

o Employ strategies to mitigate negative community impacts associated with congestion,
GHGs and issues that stem from inflexible, inefficient, inequitable, or outdated parking
systems.

Following the eight (8) projects recommended for award below, SCAG staff identified three (3)
projects as a contingency list to receive funding, should additional funds become available. These
three (3) projects will be considered for project award if additional funds become available, either
through state or regional funding sources or cost savings realized during procurement and/or
implementation. Any of the three (3) projects on the contingency list may be funded, in no
particular order. If additional resources become available to fund projects beyond the contingency
list, staff may revisit the SCMI project list to recommend additional projects for funding.

The following SCP SCMI Project List contains the eight (8) projects recommended to be funded
through the SCP and includes the contingency list. The projects will be administered by SCAG
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through the SCP. The individual project budgets will be determined through the scoping and
procurement process.

1 City of Rialto Smart Cities Plan for Warehousing 88.6 Technology
and Logistics

3 City of Long Beach Long Beach Curb Space 87.2 Curb Space
Management Study

5 San Gabriel Valley Council GoSGV Engagement & Evaluation 83.4 Technology
of Govts

7 City of Laguna Woods Laguna Woods Mobility Technology 78.8 Technology
Plan

Potential Awardees* Should Contingency or Additional Funds Become Available
(no particular order, many dependent variables)

10*  City of San Clemente San Clemente Parking Management 71.9 Parking
Plan

Next Steps

Pending RC approval, staff will contact all project applicants and notify awardees to discuss details
of their award, define scopes of work, and develop Requests for Proposals (RFPs). A project
initiation schedule and expectations regarding period of performance will be determined by mid-
August, and will be based on project complexity, funding source, and SCAG staff capacity.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

Staff’s work budget for the SCP is included in FY 2020-2021 Overall Work Program (OWP) 275-

4881.01 — Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) Call for Applications (FY20 SB1 Formula).
Additional funding for staff time and selected SCP projects is also anticipated to be available in 275-

4882.01 for FY 2021-2022, pending approval of the FY 2021-22 OWP.
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Transportation Committee (TC) APPROVAL

Regional Council (RC) ..
From: Rongsheng Luo, Acting Manager of Compliance and Performance Monit Kﬁ\'\*’\ S
(213) 236-1994, luo@scag.ca.gov
Subject: Release of Conformity Analysis of Draft Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS)
Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 for

Public Review and Comment

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:

Recommend the Regional Council (RC) to authorize the Executive Director to release the
transportation conformity analysis of the Draft Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) Amendment No. 1
and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 for Public Review and Comment.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR TC:
Receive and File.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:

Authorize the Executive Director to release the transportation conformity analysis of the Draft
Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05
for Public Review and Comment.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As requested by County Transportation Commissions (CTCs), SCAG has developed the Draft
Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 including the
associated transportation conformity analysis. The conformity analysis demonstrates that the
Draft Amendments meet all federal transportation conformity requirements. Staff is seeking
recommendation from the Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) and approval of the
Regional Council (RC) to release the conformity analysis as part of the Draft Amendments
document for public review and comment. Pending approval by the EEC, the Transportation
Committee (TC), and the RC, the Draft Amendments report which includes the associated
transportation conformity analysis will be released on July 1, 2021 for a thirty (30) day public
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review and comment period. Upon completion of the public review and comment, the Connect
SoCal Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 are scheduled to be
presented to the TC and the transportation conformity analysis portion is scheduled to be
presented to the EEC for recommended adoption by the RC in October 2021.

BACKGROUND:

At its May 7, 2020 meeting, the RC adopted the Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) for federal
transportation conformity purposes only. On June 5, 2020, the Federal Highway Administration and
Federal Transit Administration (FHWA/FTA) approved the final transportation conformity
determination required under the federal Clean Air Act for the Connect SoCal.

On March 4, 2021, the RC adopted the 2021 FTIP including the associated transportation conformity
analysis. On April 16, 2021, the FHWA/FTA approved the final transportation conformity
determination of the 2021 FTIP.

Subsequently, as requested by CTCs in early 2021, SCAG began the process for the Connect SoCal
Amendment No. 1. Over the past several months, staff has worked in consultation and continuous
communication with CTCs throughout the region to develop the Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1
and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05.

Specific changes include project modifications amounting to a total 296 project modifications. Of
the 296 project modifications, six of the projects are within Imperial County, 111 of the projects are
within Los Angeles County, 15 of the projects are within Orange County, 122 of the projects are
within Riverside County, 38 of the projects are within San Bernardino County, two projects are
within Ventura County, and two projects are regional. Of the 60 new projects, 51 of the projects are
within Los Angeles County, four of the projects are within Riverside County, three of the projects
are within San Bernardino County, and two of the projects are within Ventura County.

Under the U.S. Department of Transportation’s metropolitan planning regulations and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s transportation conformity regulations, the Draft Connect SoCal
and 2021 FTIP Amendments need to pass five transportation conformity tests: consistency with the
adopted Connect SoCal, regional emissions analysis, timely implementation of transportation
control measures, financial constraint, and interagency consultation and public involvement. Once
approved by the federal agencies, the Connect SoCal and FTIP Amendments would allow the
regional transportation projects to receive the necessary federal approvals and move forward
towards implementation. Staff has performed the required transportation conformity analysis of
the Draft Amendments, and the analysis demonstrates conformity.

At its meeting today, the TC is considering recommended approval to the RC of the public release of
the Draft Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 for
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public review and comment. Upon approval by the RC, the draft Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1
and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 will be available for public review and comment
for thirty (30) days beginning on July 1, 2021. One public hearing will be held during the public
comment period. The public hearing will be held virtually in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The draft Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 and 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 will
be posted on SCAG’s website. Notice of availability will be posted in major county newspapers and

libraries. Upon completion of the public review and comment period, SCAG staff will provide
responses to all comments.

In October 2021, after the public comment period closes, the Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 and
2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 will be scheduled for recommended approval by the
TC and final approval by the RC. On the same day, the transportation conformity analysis will be
scheduled for recommended approval by the EEC and final adoption by the RC respectively. Upon
RC adoption in October 2021, federal approval is expected to occur in November/December 2021.

The draft Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 is accessible at:
https://scag.ca.gov/post/draft-amendment-1

2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 is accessible at:
https://scag.ca.gov/2021-proposed-amendments

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work associated with this item is included in the current FY 2020-21 Overall Work Program
(025.0164.01: Air Quality Planning and Conformity).
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Transportation Committee (TC) APPROVAL

Regional Council (RC) .-

From: Rongsheng Luo, Acting Manager of Compliance and Performance Monit K.G\'\ML S
(213) 236-1994, luo@scag.ca.gov

Subject: Overview of Regional Transportation Conformity

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:
Information Only - No Action Required

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR TC AND RC:
Receive and File

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPQO), SCAG is responsible for transportation
conformity analysis of the Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
(RTP/SCS) and the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) for the six-county SCAG
region. This information item is to provide an overview of regional transportation conformity.

BACKGROUND:

The transportation conformity determination is a very important part of the RTP/SCS, the FTIP, and
their amendment development and approval process. SCAG received federal approval of the
transportation conformity determination for Connect SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) and the 2021 FTIP in
June 2020 and April 2021 respectively. Staff has just prepared the conformity analysis of the
Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 and the 2021 FTIP Consistency Amendment No. 21-05 which is a
separate item on today’s EEC meeting agenda. Staff will soon begin the conformity analysis of a
significant amendment to the 2021 FTIP, to be followed by the conformity analysis of the 2023 FTIP
next year, and the conformity analysis of the 2024 RTP/SCS in 2023.

The regional transportation conformity determination is also a complicated process that has many
components, involves many agencies at federal, state, regional, and local levels, has various
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requirements, and can cause serious consequences if not met. The following are general Q&As of
regional transportation conformity.

What is transportation conformity?

Transportation conformity is required by the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA) to ensure that regional
transportation plans, programs, and projects are consistent with or “conform” to an air quality state
implementation plan (SIP) for meeting the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).
Specifically, transportation conformity means that the regional transportation plans, programs, and
projects will not cause new violations of the national air quality standards, worsen the existing
violations, or delay the timely attainment of the standards.

What needs to meet transportation conformity?

Transportation conformity applies to the long-range RTP/SCS, short-term FTIPs, and transportation
projects funded or approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) or the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA).

How often is regional transportation conformity required?

The regional transportation conformity determination must be made at least every four years or
when RTPs/FTIPs are significantly amended. Also, regional transportation conformity
determination must be made within 24 months of certain actions on the SIP by the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In addition, conformity determinations must be made
within 12 months of an area being designated by the EPA as a new nonattainment area.

Who makes the regional transportation conformity determination?

MPO governing boards make initial conformity determination. Final conformity determination
must be made at the federal level by FHWA/FTA.

What areas and what pollutants are subject to transportation conformity in SCAG region?

There are twenty-six (26) nonattainment and maintenance areas in the SCAG region that are subject
to transportation conformity for four air pollutants: ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), fine (PM.s) and
coarse (PMyg) particulate matter.

o One CO maintenance area: South Coast Air Basin (SCAB)
. Fourteen Ozone non-attainment areas (2008 and 2015 standards): Morongo Indian
Reservation portion of SCAB (Morongo), Pechanga India Reservation portion of SCAB
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(Pechanga), SCAB excluding Morongo and Pechanga, South Central Coast Air Basin (SCCAB),
Western Mojave Desert Air Basin (MDAB) — Los Angeles County (Antelope Valley portion)
and San Bernardino County (Western portion of MDAB), Salton Sea Air Basin (SSAB) —
Riverside County Coachella Valley portion, and SSAB — Imperial County portion

. Six PM35 non-attainment areas: SCAB (1997 and 2006 standards), Pechanga and SCAB
excluding Pechanga (2012 standard), and SSAB — Imperial County portion (2006 and 2012
standards)

o Five PMio non-attainment areas: SCAB, MDAB — San Bernardino County portion excluding

Searles Valley, MDAB — Searles Valley portion, SSAB — Riverside County Coachella Valley
portion, and SSAB — Imperial County portion.

What are the roles of federal, state, and regional/local agencies?

At the federal level, EPA is responsible for the NAAQS, conformity regulations, and SIP approval.
FHWA/FTA is responsible for approving the conformity determination in consultation with EPA.

At the state level, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) is responsible for submitting the SIP to
EPA. Caltrans is responsible for reviewing and approving financial constraint of the FTIP.

At the regional and local level, SCAG staff performs the conformity analysis and the Regional Council
adopts the initial conformity determination. The five local air districts in the SCAG region develop
and adopt their respective air quality management plans (AQMPs)/SIPs. There are six county
transportation commissions (CTCs) in the SCAG region and the CTCs submit transportation projects
for the RTP and FTIP.

What are the basic regional transportation conformity requirements?

Under the EPA’s Transportation Conformity Regulations, the RTP and FTIP need to pass the
following conformity tests:

. Consistency with the RTP: The FTIP project listing must be consistent with the policies,
programs, and projects of the RTP.
. Regional emission analysis: The RTP and FTIP regional emissions must not exceed the motor

vehicle emissions budgets in the applicable SIPs. Where there are no EPA approved SIP
budgets, an interim emission test is used for conformity. Under the interim test, the build
scenario’s emission must be less than or equal to the no-build scenario’s emissions and/or
the build scenario’s emission must be less than or equal to the base year emissions.

o Timely implementation of transportation control measures (TCMs): The RTP and FTIP must
demonstrate that the TCM project categories listed in the applicable SIPs have been given
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funding priority, implemented on schedule, and, in the case of any delays, any obstacles to
implementation have been overcome.

o Financial constraint: The RTP and FTIP must be financially constrained, in other words, the
RTP and FTIP must be based on reasonable estimates about future revenues. In addition, in
the first two years of the FTIP, projects must be limited to those for which funds are known
to be available and committed.

. Interagency consultation and public involvement: The SCAG’s Transportation Conformity
Working Group (TCWG) must serve as the forum for interagency consultation. The RTP also
must go through an extensive and on-going public outreach effort throughout the RTP
development process including public workshops, release for public review, public hearings,
and adoption by the Regional Council. All public comments must be documented and
responded to.

What are the consequences of a regional transportation conformity failure?

A conformity failure can cause serious consequences. A conformity lapse grace period is triggered
when a conformity determination is not made according to the required frequency or expires, or
EPA disapproves a SIP. Under the one-year conformity grace period, only projects in the current
conforming RTP/FTIP or the most recent conforming RTP/FTIP can move forward. No new RTP/FTIP
amendment is allowed except for exempt projects.

If not corrected within the one-year grace period, a conformity lapse is imposed. A conformity lapse
impacts non-exempt projects (mainly mixed-flow capacity expansion projects) as well as TCM
projects (HOV/Express Lane, transit and non-motorized modes, and intelligent transportation
system projects) not in an approved air plan unless these projects have received federal
authorization prior to the lapse. Specifically, these impacted projects can neither receive federal
funding or federal approval, nor be amended into the RTP/FTIP.

It is important to note that the FHWA and FTA will not reduce the amount of funding a State
receives during a conformity lapse. However, the use of federal funds may be severely restricted.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work associated with this item is included in the current FY 2020-21 Overall Work Program
(025.0164.01: Air Quality Planning and Conformity).

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. PowerPoint Presentation - Overview of Regional Transportation Conformity
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Presentation to Energy and Environment Committee

Rongsheng Luo, Acting Manager
Department of Compliance and Performance Monitoring

July 1, 2021

What Is Transportation Conformity?

Federal Clean Air Act
Requirement

Air Quality Transportation
Planning Activities

Transportation
Conformity
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What Needs to Meet Transportation Conformity?

= Long-Range Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP)

= Short-Term Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP)

= Federal Funded or Supported
Transportation Projects

How Often Is Transportation Conformity Required?

RTP and FTIP

Every four years

For a significant RTP and FTIP amendment

When U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approves
new transportation emission budgets

When EPA designates nonattainment areas under a new
national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS)
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Federal Funded or Supported Transportation Projects
= As needed

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation
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Who Makes Regional Transportation Conformity?

Governing Board of a Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO):
= |nitial Transportation Conformity
Determination

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) U5 Dopormenfarporokn
and Federal Transit Administration (FTA):®Feder°'thw°" Administrat

= Final Conformity Determination @ Federal Transit Administratio

What Areas Are Subject to Conformity?

= Nonattainment and maintenance
areas for five transportation related
criteria pollutants:

Carbon Monoxide (CO)

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,)

Ozone

Fine Particulate Matter (PM, ;)
Course Particulate Matter (PM,,)
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Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation
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What Are Roles of Various Government Agencies?

» Federal
= U.S. EPA
= FHWA and FTA

= State
= California Air Resources Board (ARB)
= (alifornia Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

= Regional
= MPO
= Local Air Districts
» County Transportation Commissions

What Are Regional Conformity Requirements?

Consistent with Adopted RTP/SCS
Regional Emissions Analysis
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Financial Constraint

Timely Implementation of Transportation Control
Measures (TCMs)

Interagency Consultation and Public Involvement

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation
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What Are Consequences of Conformity Failure?

= Conformity Lapse Grace Period/Conformity Freeze

= Projects in current conforming RTP/SCS and FTIP can move
forward

= No new RTP/FTIP amendments except exempt projects

= Conformity Lapse

= Only exempt projects and previously authorized TCM
projects can move forward

= All impacted projects can neither receive federal funding,
federal approval, nor be amended into RTP or FTIP

Thank You!
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Questions?

Rongsheng Luo
luo@scag.ca.gov
(213) 236-1994

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) APPROVAL

Transportation Committee (TC)

Regional Council (RC) K.GM S
From: Sarah Dominguez, Senior Regional Planner

(213) 236-1918, dominguezs@scag.ca.gov
Subject: California Air Resources Board (CARB) 2022 Scoping Plan Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD AND RC:
Receive and File

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC AND TC:
Information Only - No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and
advocacy.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

In early June 2021, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) held a series of kickoff meetings to
initiate the Assembly Bill (AB) 32 Climate Change Scoping Plan. The update to the Scoping Plan is
due in Fall/Winter 2022 and will reflect California’s goal to assess progress towards the Senate
Bill (SB) 32 target of reducing GHG emission to 40 percent below 1990 levels in 2030, and to
achieve climate neutrality by 2045. There are not currently any draft materials out for review, but
CARB is seeking comments by July 9, 2021. SCAG staff are considering submitting a brief letter by
the deadline to request clarification or assessment of greenhouse gas reduction pathways that
would lead to future policies or regulations, provide insights on the challenges and opportunities
for advancing proposed pathways in the SCAG region, and seek alignment between the Scoping
Plan and SCAG’s regional policies for reducing GHG emission in Connect SoCal.

BACKGROUND:

In 2006, the Legislature passed the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill
32), which required the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to develop a Scoping Plan to describe
how California can reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in California to 1990 levels by 2020.
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Then in 2016, the Legislature passed Senate Bill 32 which added a new target of 40 percent
reduction from 1990 levels by 2030. CARB is required to update the Scoping Plan at least once every
5 years. The first Scoping Plan was adopted in 2008, followed by updates in 2013 and 2017. CARB is
now preparing the 2022 Scoping Plan to identify how California can become carbon neutral by
2045.

The Scoping Plan is an actionable statewide blueprint to achieve climate goals and is directed to
achieve the maximum, technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emission
reductions. It does not go into detail about individual programs or regulation design, and does not
supplant or create new statues or regulations. Following the adoption of the Scoping Plan, state
agencies and CARB will examine their regulations, programs and policies to assess alignment with
the Scoping Plan and identify changes needed to be on track to reach the state’s climate goals. Any
changes to existing or proposals for new programs, policies or regulations will each have their own
detailed public process and detailed analysis. The 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan was developed
while SCAG was working with CARB on the SB 375 target update process. The 2017 Scoping Plan
had noted that stronger GHG reduction targets were needed to meet state goals, but that there
was also a gap between what could be achieved through SB 375 alone. This 2022 Scoping Plan will
provide the context for the next SB 375 target update process to occur by 2026.

On June 8 through June 10, 2021, CARB held a series of kickoff workshops to launch the start of the
2022 Scoping Plan update. Specific sessions focused on Natural and Working Lands, Equity and
Environmental Justice, and Transportation and Energy. Workshop materials and recordings are
available on CARB’s website’. CARB has also convened an Environmental Justice Advisory
Committee and will consult with the Committee throughout the development of the 2022 Scoping
Plan to ensure that environmental justice principles and actions are incorporated.

While no draft materials are currently posted, CARB is seeking written comments. Given the
significance of the transportation sector in achieving the state’s climate goals, making up 41 percent
of state GHG emissions, SCAG staff is considering submitting a brief comment letter. The purpose of
SCAG’s comment letter would be to request clarification or assessment of potential GHG reduction
pathways that would lead to future policies or regulations that would impact the SCAG region,
provide insights on the challenges and opportunities for advancing proposed pathways in the SCAG
region, and seek alignment between the Scoping Plan and SCAG’s regional policies for reducing GHG
emissions including in Connect SoCal and related board directives. Particular attention would be
given to those policies and regulations mentioned in the CARB 2022 Scoping Plan workshops which
could impact Connect SoCal GHG targets and infrastructure investment strategies. These relate to
other state plans and policies that are building blocks for the Scoping Plan and which SCAG has
been engaged in the development of such as the Revised Draft 2020 Mobile Source Strategy, to be

L https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan/scoping-plan-meetings-
workshops
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adopted by CARB in Fall 2021, and Climate Action Plan for Infrastructure Investment under both EO-
N-19-19 and EO N-79-20.

Written comments are due July 9, 2021. CARB anticipates releasing the draft Scoping Plan in Spring
2022, with the final Scoping Plan released in Fall 2022 and considered for adoption in late 2022.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Work associated with this item is included in the FY 20-21 Overall Work Program (310.4874.01:
Connect SoCal Development).
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m AGENDA ITEM 6

| |
Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL
Regional Council (RC)

From: Sarah Jepson, Director of Planning [ i r -g{
213-236-1955, jepson@scag.ca.gov 1 ET

Subject: SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC AND RC:
Information Only — No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 3: Be the foremost data information hub for the
region.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Following the adoption of Connect SoCal and certification of its related Program Environmental
Impact Report (PEIR), initiatives have been underway to provide assistance to cities, counties and
transportation agencies with regard to growth, transportation infrastructure, and resource
conservation opportunities. SCAG has been developing the SoCal Greenprint, a required
mitigation measure in the PEIR, to provide a practical, accessible resource to help stakeholders
prioritize lands for growth and conservation based on the best available scientific data. The SoCal
Greenprint will serve as a web-based tool that compiles more than 100 existing data sources into
interactive maps that help stakeholders visualize how to better integrate nature into future
growth and development. The Greenprint is not a “plan,” nor will it produce any new data; rather
it will aggregate data from existing public sources to support local jurisdictions, transportation
agencies, developers, non-profits and other stakeholders in advancing the policies adopted in
Connect SoCal.

In February 2021, SCAG staff and The Nature Conservancy presented to both the EEC and CEHD
detailing the project’s progress to date and identifying 2021 deliverables and milestones. A
presentation was also provided at the Emerging Technology Committee in April 2021. SoCal
Greenprint is on schedule for completion in late 2021.

BACKGROUND:
The SoCal Greenprint will be the first regional conservation-focused data tool for the six counties in
the SCAG region that will convert more than 100 existing data sources into interactive maps,
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making it easier to understand how to integrate nature into future planning and development.
Examples of the interactive maps that will be available include locations of groundwater sources,
wildlife corridors, areas at risk of experiencing wildfires, and places that will experience extreme
temperatures. Each map will include a thorough explanation of what the data means and how the
information can be used to integrate nature into project planning. Suggestions will be included on
how to plan and mitigate for the impacts of climate change in support of Resolution # 21-628-1
adopted by the Regional Council on January 7, 2021.

The mapping tool was built with five user groups in mind who are shaping the future of the region:
developers, planners, government agencies, community organizations and conservation
professionals. One of the project goals is to make it simpler for intended users to easily access
information about natural resources so that planning and mitigation measures can be identified
early, saving project costs, expediting timelines, and making it possible to proactively address issues
that can help avoid potential litigation.

SCAG has contracted with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to assist in developing the Greenprint.
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has extensive experience and expertise in developing Greenprints in
California that serve as easy-to-use resources to promote conservation. The tool is anticipated to
go live in Fall 2021 and everyone will be able to access it for free.

The SoCal Greenprint is part of SCAG’s efforts to provide cities, counties and transportation
agencies with the information and tools needed to implement the vision outlined in Connect SoCal
to advance the region’s economic vitality, improve mobility options and grow in a sustainable way
that builds healthy and vibrant communities. It is also intended to advance Connect SoCal’s
specified goal to “promote conservation of natural and agricultural lands and restoration of
habitats.” The SoCal Greenprint will be an important resource to identify environmental challenges
and opportunities early in the planning process to help expedite and reduce risks to infrastructure
project delivery and build healthy communities.

The planning process for the SoCal Greenprint was launched in 2019 and has included input from a
diverse group of stakeholders in the fields of planning, land development, transportation,
infrastructure, conservation, and community organization. The project’s first year entailed
extensive, targeted outreach to stakeholders to gain insight on the tool’s potential key users, uses,
main themes, and the most useful datasets to include. More than 60 organizations, representing
every county in the SCAG region, have participated in the development process.

SCAG and TNC have also assembled an advisory Steering Committee to provide SCAG staff with
ongoing guidance on the development of the tool. Steering Committee members attend monthly
meetings with SCAG, TNC, and GreenIinfo Network (GIN) to provide feedback and assist with
outreach and identifying key contacts. Steering Committee participants have included
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representatives from Audubon California, East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice, Friends

of Harbors Beaches and Parks, Nature for All, Tataviam Land Conservancy, and UCLA Institute of the
Environment and Sustainability, among others.

TNC and SCAG also assembled a Strategic Advisory Committee and a Science and Methods Advisory
Committee that include experts and external stakeholders from the building industry, local
governments, infrastructure and natural resource agencies, conservation organizations, community
organizations, landowners, parks and open space districts, scientists, and academia. Committees
were assembled to reflect the diversity of people, landscapes, and experiences within the SCAG
region to help the tool be meaningful for key users. Committee participants are asked to contribute
actively in meetings and provide feedback to SCAG and the TNC team at key inflection points
throughout the data gathering, development, and refinement process. This includes:

e Connecting with regional stakeholders who should be engaged or might provide additional
expertise;

e Providing input on themes and data outputs, and identifying sources of data;

e Providing feedback on data communication and interpretation; and

e Supporting developing case studies and participating in beta testing of the Greenprint tool.

An important element of the project entails interviews with key stakeholders, including members of
the building and development community. “Rapid Assessment” sessions have been conducted with
various organizations to identify their priorities and walk individual stakeholders through potential
data outputs for inclusion in the Greenprint. These sessions have been held with representatives of
the Building Industry Association of Southern California (BIASC), Los Angeles County Planning
Department, Riverside Corona Resource Conservation District, Sierra Club, Clean Power Alliance,
and San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA). Additional invitations for Rapid
Assessment sessions were extended to local jurisdictions, county transportation commissions,
subregions, community-based organizations, and local conservancies.

With stakeholder input from these collective engagements, six themes were developed to organize
the data:

Agriculture and Working Lands

Habitat and Biodiversity

Environmental Justice, Equity, and Inclusion
Built Environment

Climate Vulnerabilities and Resilience
Water Resources

ouswWwNE

Climate change, urban greening and equity will be represented in all themes.
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Stakeholder outreach and data vetting will continue through 2021, and will focus on developing and
testing the tool and preparing a launch campaign. The SoCal Greenprint is on schedule for
completion in late 2021. Additional information on the project is available online at
https://scag.ca.gov/greenprint.

Included as attachments to this report are recent correspondence regarding the SoCal Greenprint
project:

1. Letter received by SCAG from the Building Industry of Southern California dated 5/12/21
(Attachment 2)

2. Letter sent by SCAG to the Building Industry of Southern California dated 5/25/21
(Attachment 3)

3. Letter received by SCAG from the Center for Biological Diversity and Abundant Housing LA
dated 6/9/21 (Attachment 4)

4. Letter received by SCAG from a group of elected officials representing certain local
jurisdictions in the region dated 6/18/21 (Attachment 5)

These letters are attached to this report for informational purposes. SCAG will continue to work
with all stakeholders to address concerns and ensure the tool serves as a resource to advance the
policies of Connect SoCal.

FISCAL IMPACT:
This project is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Overall Work Program under 290-4862.01
and 290-4862.02.

ATTACHMENT(S):

1. PowerPoint Presentation - SoCal Greenprint

2. Building Industry of Southern California Correspondence

3. SCAG Correspondence to the Building Industry of Southern California

4. Center for Biological Diversity and Abundant Housing LA Correspondence
5. Elected Officials Correspondence
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Background & Status Update

Sarah Jepson
Director of Planning, SCAG

Jason Greenspan, AICP
Manager of Sustainability, SCAG

Integrating Nature into the Region’s Future

« Healthy, sustainable communities are Connect SoCal goals
Nature is essential to future growth and development
Creates first conservation-focused data tool for SCAG’s six counties
Built for stakeholders shaping the region’s future

Converts existing data into interactive, user-friendly maps
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Balance growth while protecting biodiversity

Resource for SCAG member agencies and stakeholders
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Goal of the SoCal Greenprint

To protect, restore, and enhance
natural lands, public greenspace, working lands,
and water resources

and the benefits they provide to
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people and nature throughout the SCAG region
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Infrastructure Goals of the SoCal Greenprint

Encourage early consideration of nature in
project planning

Reduce risks to projects
Generate support for projects
Support strategic mitigation investments

Foster a sustainable region

Key Users of the SoCal Greenprint

B8

Infrastructure Conservation Commun.ity-.Based Developers Planners
Agencies Practitioners Organizations (Town, City, County, Tribal)
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Outreach & Rapid Assessments

Working Groups & Advisors

Early case-study exercise

Uses real project data

Meet the needs of targeted user groups
Gather feedback on:

* information proposed to be in the Greenprint

* how that information is analyzed and communicated

Milestones

STRATEGIC OUTREACH

» Connect with
stakeholders

« Intersect with SCAG
working groups o
« Gain insights on tool » Develop themes, goals and objectives

uses and datasets » Gather datasets
 Conduct rapid » Connect with science advisers
assessments « Develop reporting framework « Website and
» Develop case studies « Wireframe/mockups Greenprint tool

« Report on funding
and implementation
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Outreach Activities - Overview

Steering committee includes outside experts

60+ advisors/4 interactive workshops
* Multiple sectors and diverse geographies
* Public agencies and municipalities
* Building and development community

Ongoing conversations and small working
groups

8 Rapid assessment interviews
Developed 6 user profiles
Pre-launch testing

Case studies

Outreach Activities - Rapid Assessments

Organization Name Organization Type Housing- County Project Specifications Greenprint
related? Advisor?

Community Based

O [\[e} Los Angeles Interest: Identifying opportunities to expand greenspace \[e}

Pacoima Beautiful

X . Agriculture . . s ) .
Riverside Corona Resource gricuftu Western Riverside Interest: Highlighting the co-benefits of protecting
Governmental

Conservation District and San Bernardino agricultural lands.
Agency

Infrastructure
Clean Power Alliance Conservation Ventura
Organization

Interest: Understanding the impacts and resources on a
proposed project site for renewable energy.

San Bernardino County Transportation San Bernardino Interest: Identifying the impacts of a potential
Transportation Authority Agency transportation corridor.

Interest: Identifying the environmental resources on a site

LA County Planning Planning Agency Los Angeles e e e St iy
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Building Industry
Association of Southern
California

Developer Interest: Understanding the potential opportunities
I Los Angeles . R
Organization and benefits of a proposed housing development.

Sierra Club — Santa Clarita Conservation Los Angeles Interest: Understanding the environmental impacts of a
Chapter Organization g proposed housing development.

Interest: Understanding how the Greenprint can be used to

Placework: Planning C Itant San Bernardi .
ceworks anning tonsultan n Bernardino inform General Plan updates.

Packet Pg. 43




Technical Contributions

SCAG HELPR

Select Your Jurisdiction
SR ? ‘ SoCal Greenprint Data contributed to
the HELPR tool

Data flow between SoCal Greenprint
and other SCAG tools

Data in the SoCal Greenprint utilizes
publicly available resources

SoCal Greenprint Data Review Process

Compilation: TNC Science team compiled lists of publicly-available data and developed
metrics for each theme; used in rapid assessments.

External Review: Advisors with expertise for each theme reviewed data, outputs, and
provided feedback + rapid assessment interviews with representative projects.

Internal Review: TNC Science team is reviewing recommendations and SCAG staff will
make final decisions about data inclusion.
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Data Inventory - Agriculture Example

GIS Data Name Source Name Data Layers Used Metric Type

2016 Prime Farmland; 2016 Important
Farmland; 2016 Farmland of Statewide
Importance; 2016 Farmland of Local
Importance; Grazing Land

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 2016 California Department of Conservation Tabular: Acres in project area/region

Descriptive/Graphic: Change in area of
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 1984 California Department of Conservation 1984 Prime Farmland prime farmland between 1984 and 2016
(historic trend)

Tabular: Acres of soils suitable for

California Soil Resource Lab at UC Davis and UC-ANR Groundwater recharge groundwater recharge in the project
area/region

Soil Agricultural Groundwater Banking Index
(SAGBI)

Crop production USDA Agricultural production by CWHR 13 Agriculture Descriptive: Dollar value of crops grown in

Types the project area/region
Descriptive: Additional water needed for
Projected Change in Climate Water Deficit USGS-BCM (Flint and Flint) Climate water deficit irrigation under climate change (cross-

cutting metric)

Tabular: Acres of project area with high
CA Storie Index USDA - Soil Survey Geographic Database Soil rating Storie Index score in project area/region —
indicator of soil health

Class 1 and 2 lands that are of high value for

00d production. USDA - Soil Survey Geographic Database Irrigation capability of soil Tabular: Acres in project area/region

Protection metric: Number of properties in
\Williamson Act properties County by county data the project area or region enrolled in the
Williamson Act

Descriptive: Information about the types of
threats to farmland and action-oriented
metric about the importance of conserving
agricultural lands

Farmland Under Threat American Farmland Trust

San Bernardino County Transportation Authority

Rare Species and Habitats
Conifer Water Qther

Length: 49.3 miles

- SoCal Greenprint (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)

Area (quarter—mi buffer): 15,898 acres Herbaceous 2% 2%,/ 2% « USFWS Critical Habitat for 3 threatened & endangered
Area (half-mi buffer): 32,038 acres 6% species: Arroyo toad, San Bernardino Merriam's kangaroc &
Cities: Apple Valley, Fontana, Hesperia, Rancho Cucamonga, Rialto, rat, Southwestern willow flycatcher 2
i
San Bernardino, Victorville, Unincorporated 8
Counties: San Bernardino * Locations of 14 rare species within 0.5 miles of your qC,
project site (CNDDB): arroyo toad, California glossy snake ¢
Watersheds: Lytle Creek, Chino Creek, Bell Mountain Wash-Mojave Parry's spineflower, San Bernardino kangaroo rat, slender- &
River. Middle Santa Ana River horned spineflower, southwestern willow flycatcher, o
’ . -
Air Basin: Mojave Desert Air Basin, South Coast Air Basin desert tortoise, £
Air Districts: South Coast Air Quality Management District, Mojave g
Desert Air Quality Management District . - - =
yvanag Transportation & Built Environmeni 2
[«
Roads o
* 1,679 roads are within 0.5 miles of your project area (484 miles). -E
¢ 39 highway is within 0.5 miles of your project area (61 miles). CE’
S
Public Transit s
2 miles of public transit (Metrolink) within a half mile of your project area. 2

Transit Priorities

== = Proposed Ra# Line
[ Hattmite butier
Major Roads

Interstate

State Highway

* <1% of your project area is in a transit priority area.
* <1% of your project area is in a high-quality transit area.
Prosectsd Lands Average Vehicle Miles Traveled

A 0 4 BMiks * 48.2 average weekday household vehicle-miles traveled

* 68.9 average weekday household person-miles traveled
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Building Industry Association of Southern California, Inc.

May 12, 2021

Mr. Kome Ajise

Executive Director

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Dear Executive Director Ajise,

On behalf of the Building Industry Association of Southern California (BIASC), thank you for the time you
and your staff took to meet with us on March 4, 2021. The ability to share our ongoing concerns in a direct
manner represents an important step towards achieving a shared understanding on the SoCal Greenprint,
and continuing to work collaboratively on achieving the housing needs of the region’s residents.

Our meeting was productive, but we do need to follow-up on several pending issues:

First was the comment expressing that completion of the SoCal Greenprint is a requirement of Connect
SoCal 2020. We have reviewed Connect SoCal (Plan, Appendices, and Program EIR), and have not found
any requirement for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint, as drafted, which includes all developed and
undeveloped lands in the region. Nor do we see any requirement that this be prepared by an
environmental/conservation advocacy organization based on development constraints and other values
selected by that organization. Attachment A to this letter includes all references to “Greenprint” in Connect
SoCal and the PEIR (inclusive of appendices to both documents).

Next, we would like to continue the conversation about: (a) course correction actions to pause current work
on Greenprint, (b) using that pause to reach out to stakeholders (especially cities and counties, and
builder/developers, who are collectively striving to reach RHNA housing production planning and
production targets) to better understand potential mitigation needs for these activities and for SB 1
transportation projects, and (c) retool the scope of Greenprint to avoid lands planned or approved for
development and focus on the priority mitigation opportunities available for housing and transportation
projects.

To get this started, we suggest a meeting of our respective legal teams to draft language that will adequately
reflect the items outlined above. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to work with you on the SoCal
Greenprint and look forward to a collaborative effort to support infrastructure and future attainable housing
in Southern California. Please reach out to Adam Wood at awood@bildfoundation.org to schedule a time
for our respective legal teams to draft the appropriate and mutually agreed upon solutions that strengthen
the SoCal Greenprint for all of Southern California.

Sincerely, :f’
/92 ; AN

Attachment: Building Industry of Southern California Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)

Dave Bartlett Brookfield Residential Jetf Montejano
President, Building Industry Association Chief Executive Officer
of Southern California Building Industry Assoc. of Southern California
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Diana Coronado

Los Angeles/Ventura Chapter

i S,
1/ 7,
Eou Monville
BIA Riverside Interim Executive Officer

Riverside County Chapter

Attachment

bl

BIA Baldy View Executive Officer

BALDY VIEW CHAPTER

Steve LaMotte
BIA Orange County Executive Officer

Attachment: Building Industry of Southern California Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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Attachment A

The 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable Communities Strategy of the
Southern California Association of Governments - Connect SoCal — Adopted on September

2020 Connect SoCal Plan and Program EIR References to “Greenprint”

3, 2020 (link here)

There are no references to the term "Greenprint™ in either the Connect SoCal Plan or in

any Appendix to the Plan. Greenprint is not a requirement of the Plan.

September 3, 2020 Staff Report on Connect SoCal (link here)

Page 5 of the Staff Report, addressing “Regional Resilience,” includes one reference to

Greenprint as a “strategic web-based conservation tool.” The Staff Report does not
identify Greenprint as a requirement of the Plan.

o The challenges our region will face in meeting ambitious near- and long-term
regional goals are increasingly difficult to predict, as the COVID-19 pandemic has
proven. As part of plan implementation and to prepare for future plan updates,
Connect SoCal called for the creation of a Regional Resilience Framework. The
framework will include a collaborative exploratory scenario planning process to
explore pressing issues and potential disruptions to Southern California, such as
pandemics, earthquakes, extreme weather, and economic shocks. SCAG’s ongoing
Climate Adaptation Framework project will identify pathways for developing
future regional and local plans, and investments that support resilience given our
region’s heightened vulnerability to extreme heat, wildfires, drought and rising sea
levels. SCAG is also developing a “SoCal Greenprint” that will be designed to
serve as a strategic web-based conservation tool to provide the best available
scientific data and visualizations to help stakeholders make better-informed
land use and transportation infrastructure decisions that recognize the
multiple benefits of conserving natural and working lands. These planning
resources will inform SCAG’s programs as well as serve as a resource for local
jurisdictions and transportation agencies as they pursue activities to implement the

growth vision and transportation strategies in Connect SoCal.

Certified Final Connect SoCal PEIR (link here)

Like the Staff Report, the Biological Resources subsection of the PEIR includes references to
“Greenprint” as a “tool” to help “develop a regional conservation strategy” to identify “potential
priority conservation areas.” None of these Biological Resources section references mandate
creation of a “Greenprint” on areas already approved or planned for development by SCAG’s

local government and transportation agency members, or other stakeholders.

Attachment: Building Industry of Southern California Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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Page 34 — Executive Summary — Biological Resources:

o SMM BIO-2: SCAG shall continue to develop a regional conservation strategy
in coordination with local jurisdictions and other stakeholders, including the county
transportation commissions. The conservation strategy will build upon existing
efforts including those at the sub-regional and local levels to identify potential
priority conservation areas. SCAG shall develop new regional tools, like the
Regional Data Platform and Regional Greenprint to help local jurisdictions
identify areas well suited for infill and redevelopment as well as critical habitat
and natural lands to be preserved, including natural habitat corridors. SCAG
will also collaborate with stakeholders to establish a new Regional Advanced
Mitigation Program (RAMP) initiative to preserve habitat.

Page 426 — 3.4.3.3 Impacts and Mitigation Measures (narrative text discussion)

o Regional land use and transportation strategies set forth in the Plan focus new
growth in HQTASs, existing suburban town centers, and more walkable, mixed-use
communities. The Plan recognizes that as population continues to grow, there is
increasing pressure on natural lands. One of the goals of the Plan (See Chapter 2.0,
Project Description) is to promote conservation of natural and agricultural lands
and restoration of critical habitats. The land use mix for the Plan assumes that 60
percent of new housing and 73 percent of new jobs will be in Growth Priority Areas
and therefore would be directed away from sensitive habitat. The Plan also aims to
preserve, enhance, and restore regional wildlife connectivity through strategies that
encourage compact urban development. SCAG’s Sustainable Communities
Program supports planning in local jurisdiction to advance the regional growth
vision. In addition, SCAG new regional data tools, like the Regional Data
Platform and Greenprint, would help local jurisdictions identify areas well
suited for infill and redevelopment as well as critical habitat and lands with
sensitive natural resources to be preserved.

Page 433 — SMM BIO-2: Mitigation measure for substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modification, on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service. (Note that
the same text appears on p. 1991 (Section 10.0 Corrections and Additions), on p. 15 of
the Certified Final Connect SoCal PEIR Resolution: Exhibit A — Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program (link here), and p. 59 of the Certified Final Connect SoCal PEIR
Resolution: Exhibit B — Findings of Fact (link here). None of these require the
Greenprint to be created, completed, or applied to lands planned or approved for
development and transportation activities by SCAG’s member local governments and
transportation agencies.

o SCAG shall continue to develop a regional conservation strategy in coordination
with local jurisdictions and other stakeholders, including the county transportation
commissions. The conservation strategy will build upon existing efforts including
those at the sub-regional and local levels to identify potential priority conservation
areas. SCAG shall develop new regional tools, like the Regional Data Platform
and Regional Greenprint to help local jurisdictions identify areas well suited
for infill and redevelopment as well as critical habitat and natural lands to be
preserved, including natural habitat corridors. SCAG will also collaborate with

Attachment: Building Industry of Southern California Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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stakeholders to establish a new Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP)
initiative to preserve habitat.

e Page 449 - Impact BIO-4

o One of the goals of the Plan is to preserve, enhance, and restore regional wildlife

connectivity through strategies that encourage compact urban development.
SCAG s also developing a Regional Greenprint, a strategic web-based
conservation tool to help cities, counties and transportation agencies make
better land use and transportation infrastructure decisions and to conserve
natural and farmlands, which has a focus on maintaining habitat connectivity.
In addition, the Plan’s natural lands strategies will improve natural corridor
connectivity by encouraging and facilitating research, programs and policies that
identify, protect and restore natural habitat corridors, especially where corridors
cross county boundaries.

e Page 1936 — Mention of Greenprint in Letter from Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks

(does not mandate creation of Greenprint)
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May 25, 2021

Building Industry Association of Southern California (BIASC)
24 Executive Park, Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92614

RE: SCAG Response to May 12 Letter on SoCal Greenprint

Dear Ms. Coronado and Messrs. Bartlett, Montejano, Rodriguez,
Monville and Mr. LaMotte:

Thank you for meeting with us on May 4 and participating in dialogue
about the SoCal Greenprint. We agree that continued engagement with
stakeholders, such as BIASC, is essential in developing the SoCal
Greenprint . Listening to stakeholder concerns is a necessary component
of addressing the region’s housing and transportation needs.

We are in receipt of your May 12, 2021 letter and appreciate the issues
you raised. Accordingly, we would like to address some of your concerns
and clarify elements of the Greenprint tool in light of our prior
conversations and in the spirit of continuing our dialogue.

First, it is important to emphasize that when SCAG’s Regional Council
adopted the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (Connect SoCal), itincluded a “Core Vision” for the
entirety of the SCAG region. This vision centers on maintaining and
better managing our transportation network for moving people and
goods, while also expanding mobility choices by locating housing, jobs,
and transit closer together and increasing investment in transit and
complete streets. The Core Vision can be realized by focusing on
achieving Connect SoCal’s ten goals, which center on our economy,
mobility, environment, and healthy/complete communities. One of the
ten explicit goals is to “promote conservation of natural and agricultural
lands and restoration of habitats.” Additionally, Connect SoCal includes
specific strategies intended to support implementing the regional
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). These strategies include
promoting more resource efficient development focused on
conservation, recycling, and reclamation; preserving, enhancing, and
restoring regional wildlife connectivity; and reducing consumption of
resource areas, including agricultural land. Further, the Greenprint
platform approach is described as a “Next Step” to developing a regional
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conservation strategy on page 22 of the Connect SoCal Natural & Farm Lands Conservation
Technical Report.'

The timely development, completion, and use of a “Greenprint” is also a required mitigation
measure in Connect SoCal’s Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). We would like
to draw your attention to SCAG Mitigation Measure Agricultural Resources G-2(SMM AG-2) on
page 4.0-2, which was not included among the mitigation measures listed in your
correspondence. SMM AG-2 expressly requires development of a Greenprint and this measure,
in its entirety, states:

“SCAG shall develop a Regional Greenprint, which is a strategic web-based conservation
tool that provides the best available scientific data and scenario visualizations to help
cities, counties and transportation agencies make better land use and transportation
infrastructure decisions and conserve natural and farmlands. SCAG shall use the
Greenprint to identify priority conservation areas and work with CTCs to develop
advanced mitigation programs or include them in future transportation measures by (1)
funding pilot programs that encourage advance mitigation including data and replicable
processes, (2) participating in state-level efforts that would support regional advance
mitigation planning in the SCAG region, and (3) supporting the inclusion of advance
mitigation programs at county level transportation measures.” (Emphasis supplied.)

We understand there may be concerns about the inclusion or labeling of Connect SoCal growth
scenario “constraints” data layers in the Greenprint tool. To clarify and hopefully alleviate this
concern, let me be clear that neither the Connect SoCal consolidated Absolute or Variable
Constraints layers will be included in the tool, nor will the Connect SoCal Growth Forecast be
included. SCAG will draw data for the SoCal Greenprint from existing information developed and
shared through local, regional, state, federal, and other open data sources. As a result, such data
compilation in the SoCal Greenprint is not intended to constitute "significant new information"
as defined by CEQA. Per your suggestion to account for lands approved for development, SCAG
is considering including a data layer from the Connect SoCal Entitlements Database, which
reflects feedback from jurisdictions as recently as 2020. This is a data element that SCAG
anticipates updating on a regular basis leading up to the 2024 Regional Transportation Plan and
Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), and we could use your feedback on the potential
inclusion of this information in the Greenprint tool.

SCAG appreciates your ongoing engagement in the development of the Greenprint tool. We want
to ensure this tool is useful to the region and our stakeholders, including all of those within the
building industry. Therefore, we welcome your continued particpation in dialogue and encourage
you to attend upcoming stakeholder engagement activities, such as the 4th Advisory Committee
meeting to be held in late June. Moreover, thank you for the time spent on this project since the
fall of 2019, when representatives from your organization made themselves available for a series
of interviews, participated in two quarterly Advisory Committee meetings for the project (held in

Attachment: SCAG Correspondence to the Building Industry of Southern California (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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December and March), and engaged in a “rapid assessment” exercise to review options for data
configurations and themes for the project. We look forward to continuing our discussions on the
Greenprint and hope that the items we have described above will facilitate further collaboration.
As we continue to refine the tool and consider potential user interface elements with diverse
stakeholders, it would be worthwhile for us to meet again to provide you an update and seek
further input. SCAG staff will be in touch with you in the near future to arrange a mutually
convenient time to engage in a technical discussion.

Sincerely,

sk e
Kome Ajise

Executive Director, SCAG

Attachment: SCAG Correspondence to the Building Industry of Southern California (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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June 9, 2021
Sent via Email

Southern California Association of Governments Regional Council
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

rey@scag.ca.gov

RE: Building Industry Association of Southern California’s March 15" Letter to Mr. Kome
Ajise

Dear Regional Council,

The Center for Biological Diversity (“Center”) in coalition with Abundant Housing Los
Angeles are writing in response to the Building Industry Association of Southern California Inc.
(“BIASC”)’s comments on the SoCal Greenprint project articulated in the March 15" letter to SCAG’s
Executive Director, Kome Ajise. Contrary to BIASC’s opinion, SoCal Greenprint as an essential tool
for sustainable land-use planning and a critical component of government transparency.

To preserve our native species and protect community health, the region needs a strategic
conservation mapping tool that highlights the benefits of natural lands, waters, and agricultural lands,
including access to parks and trails, habitat protection and connectivity, clean water, clean air, food
production, and increased resilience to climate change.

The SoCal Greenprint tool will help planners, conservation practitioners, developers,
infrastructure agencies, and other stakeholders integrate the protection of habitat and open space into
land use and infrastructure plans and avoid potential litigation by identifying and assessing
environmental issues early in the planning process. This will streamline site selection for more infill
affordable housing and prevent additional sprawl development that destroys habitat, increases
community risk of wildfire, escalates regional air pollution and pulls taxpayer dollars away from
current communities.

Below we address the misguided and unfounded claims of BIASC.

l. Protecting open space is an essential component of transportation planning and
thus SB1 funds can and should be used to fund the SoCal Greenprint database.

Transportation planning is the backbone to regional planning and thus it must take into account
the long-term sustainability of a region. Climate mitigation, access to open space, and biodiversity
preservation are all critical components of urban planning and must be accounted for in the

Attachment: Center for Biological Diversity and Abundant Housing LA Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)

Page |1 of 4

Packet Pg. 55



mailto:rey@scag.ca.gov

transportation planning process. BIASC’s assertion that the protection of open space does not fall
under the purview of transportation planning appears to be based on the assumption that regional
planning should be conducted in siloed manner without consideration for impacts on open space and
biodiversity. This position is inconsistent with expert opinion and general practice, as SCAG’s very
purpose is to provide an intersectional lens across all areas of regional planning to ensure decisions
meet multiple topical goals.

Specifically, transportation planning needs to account for very high fire hazard risk, to
address the region’s stated commitments to addressing the climate crises, protecting habitat and
safeguarding human health. Any new development in a very high fire hazard severity zone has the
potential to cause a significant impact, as described in the numerous scientific studies referenced in the
Center for Biological Diversity’s recent report, “Built to Burn: California’s Wildlands Developments
Are Playing with Fire” (the “Wildfire Report™).! In addition, as the Wildfire Report notes, even homes
built to current standards still are not fireproof, and thus it is imperative that regional planners use the
state determined wildfire hazard zones to determine where new development, including transportation,
can and cannot be built.

In addition, protecting access to open space is an essential component of community
health and wellbeing and thus, should be a factor in determining transportation infrastructure.
Ensuring the protection of open space is equally important for people. Open space has been vital to
many communities during the pandemic and provided essential community spaces for safe socially
distanced gatherings. This reaffirms the need for continued preservation and increased access to ensure
all community members experience the physical and mental health benefits of nature. Native
landscapes help us regulate our climate, purify our air and water, pollinate our crops and create healthy
soil (Lawler et al., 2014). In addition to the direct benefits from access, preservation of our native
habitats and the species that rely on them is critical to our long-term health and wellbeing (Martin et
al., 2020).

Finally, protecting wildlife connectivity in the region is essential to preserving native
biodiversity, mitigating against the climate crisis and prioritizing human health. It is widely
recognized that the continuing fragmentation of habitat by humans threatens biodiversity and
diminishes our (humans, plants, and animals) ability to adapt to climate change. In a report for the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), world-renown scientists from around the
world stated that “[s]cience overwhelmingly shows that interconnected protected areas and other areas
for biological diversity conservation are much more effective than disconnected areas in human-
dominated systems, especially in the face of climate change” and “[i]t is imperative that the world
moves toward a coherent global approach for ecological connectivity conservation, and begins to
measure and monitor the effectiveness of efforts to protect connectivity and thereby achieve functional
ecological networks” (Hilty et al., 2020).

. The public has a right to data that will help them make informed decisions about
land use planning.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is our state’s landmark environmental law,
and its fundamental goal is to foster informed decision making in matters that may effect the

1 Center for Biological Diversity, “Built to Burn: California’s Wildlands Developments Are Playing With Fire
(Feb. 2021), available at https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/urban/pdfs/Built-to-Burn-California-Wildfire-
Report-Center-Biological-Diversity.pdf.
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environment.2 BIASC asserts that “these Greenprint assessments can be elevated into “significant new
information” to empower project opponents to file still more CEQA litigation.” BIASC is essentially
asserting that a full and transparent picture of the impacts of the project is an undesirable outcome.
BIASC’s position should be recognized for what it is: an attempt to subvert state law and longstanding
precedents requiring the public and decision-makers to be fully apprised of a project’s potential
impacts on the environment. CEQA was enacted to ensure community health and wellbeing are
prioritized throughout the land use planning process. To fight against the dissemination of
environmental health information to the communities impacted promotes a culture of environmental
injustice in the name of private development profit.

In addition, the creation of publicly funded databases that are accessible to the general public is
not new. CalEnviroScreen is a great example of public agencies providing data to communities to help
inform policy decisions. The SoCal Greenprint is just another database that can help decision makers
as well as community members in the drafting of land use policies that best promote a region’s goals.
How local governments, advocates and community members utilize this tool to achieve specific targets
is entirely discretionary. In short, the public and decision makers should not be deprived of this data
simply because the BIASC is concerned it could result in decisions that do not necessarily support
BIASC’s desires.

I11.  CEQA helps ensure projects consider environmental factors.

While BIASC argues that more publicly available information on environmental factors could
lead to more CEQA lawsuits and “this could, unintentionally, further exacerbate the housing crisis in
Southern California,” multiple studies, including by the California State Senate Environmental Quality
Committee, BAE Urban Economics, and the California Department of Justice, have concluded that
CEQA is not a key impediment to development. To the contrary, CEQA promotes smart, sustainable
development by ensuring that new market-rate and affordable housing are safe and healthy, acting as a
key tool for decision-makers and community members to ensure new projects incorporate all feasible
measures to reduce their contribution to climate change, and provide an orderly process for addressing
conflicts about proposed developments.

We support the speedy construction of homes near mass transit and jobs, affordable to people at
all income levels, without displacing existing renters or segregating our population. To effectively
address the housing crisis, we need planning tools, like SoCal Greenprint, that help regional decision
makers select the areas that are best for development, while protecting our natural and open space to
ensure we do not exacerbate the climate crisis when solving our affordable housing crisis.

In addition to the environmental benefits of infill development, people should not have to leave
their own communities to find affordable housing. Sprawl development pulls resources away from
existing communities and forces lower income people to commute long distances to their jobs and
schools. We must address historic inequities to ensure that all neighborhoods have sufficient public
and private investment and that requires investing in existing communities by building up not out.

V. Conclusion

SoCal Greenprint sets a framework for these important discussions and ensures that policy
makers have all the data they need to make informed land-use planning decisions. The Center and

Attachment: Center for Biological Diversity and Abundant Housing LA Correspondence (SoCal Greenprint Background & Status Update)
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Abundant Housing LA, support continued investment in this tool to ensure our region builds a
sustainable and equitable future together.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Reid-Wainscoat Leonora Camner
Campaigner Executive Director
Center for Biological Diversity Abundant Housing LA
CC:

Kome Ajise, Executive Director, ajise@scag.ca.gov
Clint Lorimore, President, lorimore@scag.ca.gov

India Brookover, Greenprint Lead, brookover@scag.ca.gov
Ping Chang, Manager, Compliance & Performance Monitoring, chang@scag.ca.gov
Justine Block, Legal Counsel, block@scag.ca.gov
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June 18, 2021

Hon. Clint Lorimore

President

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: Need for a Special Hearing on the SoCal Greenprint

Dear President Lorimore:

As a local elected official and SCAG representative, the undersigned do hereby join the April 1,
2021 request of San Bernardino Supervisor Curt Hagman for a Special Hearing on the SoCal
Greenprint, made and acknowledged by SCAG Staff at the Regional Council Meeting on that date.

Although discussions on the SoCal Greenprint are continuing, we understand little to no progress
has been achieved in addressing the concerns raised by not only the Building Industry Association
of Southern California, but also by a broad coalition of the business interests that empower the
economic vitality of our region. Proceeding with a program that has engendered such a diverse
engagement would be inappropriate without further information for our elected leadership.

Therefore, we respectfully request that the SoCal Greenprint, originally approved as a consent
calendar item with no debate, be brought back to the Regional Council for reconsideration.
Further, in an effort to increase transparency and accountability, we request the SoCal Greenprint
developmental process be paused until a hearing on this matter can be held. If this program has
potentially deleterious impacts on housing and infrastructure, and in light of the Regional Housing
Needs Assessment demands recently placed on communities, we cannot in good faith continue to
see it proceed without additional clarifications.

With this understanding, we request that you, as President of SCAG, call a Special Regional
Council Meeting on the SoCal Greenprint to ensure this process is being conducted in a
transparent, equitable and appropriate manner. We, the undersigned, are seeking specific
clarification on the following issues:

1. Address the use of SB 1 Funds for the creation of an online conservation tool. SB 1 was
approved to “rebuild California by fixing neighborhood streets, freeways and bridges in
communities across California” and to target “funds toward transit and congested trade and
commute corridor improvements.” How does a no-bid contract to the Nature Conservancy
comply with these provisions?
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2. Address and resolve the identified ways in which the current SoCal Greenprint will create
“significant new information” enabling an incredible new scope of CEQA challenges to be
filed against municipally approved Housing Elements and projects.

3. Identify the “development constraints” this SCAG document will endorse and secure
relevant stakeholder input followed by Regional Council approval of limitations that will

curtail locally approved projects.

Unless all concerns with the current iteration are brought to light, there is significant risk that the
Regional Council of SCAG could unwittingly contribute to local-control usurpation and an
inadvertent increase on the burden of meeting regional housing need requirements. As these are
concerns of paramount interest to many of the leaders across the Southern California Region, we
appreciate your attention on this matter and hope that you will heed our call for a special hearing.

Sincerely,

N

K\ | \

1=|’or{;l\f\)ém?&agnelfMU
Supervisor /
County of Orange

Larny MeCallon
Hon. Larry McCallon
Mayor Pro Tem
City of Highland

aon. FrM

Mayor
City of Laguna Niguel

Brian Yohoy
Hon. Brian Johsz
Mayor

City of Chino Hills

Steve Tye

Hon. Steve Tye

Councilmember

City of Diamond Bar
7 e

Hon. Mike Judge

Councilmember

City of Simi Valley

27/

or. GUrt Hagman
Chair, Board of Supervisors
County of San Bernardino

AHan Wapner

Hon. Alan Wapner
Mayor Pro Tem

_’C,itl/ of Ontarjo

[ dim

Hon. Tim Shaw

Councilmember

City of La Habra

Dewnis Mictael

Hon. Dennis Michael
Mayor

City of Rancho Cucamonga

Elizabeth Becerna
Hon. Elizabeth Becerra
Councilmember

City of Victorville

Trnevorn O Ve
Hon. Trevor O’Neil

Councilmember
City of Anaheim
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Hon. Diane Brooks Dixon
Councilmember
City of Newport Beach

Hon. 'gip zgnaco

Councilmember
City of Orange

Steve Ruollock

Hon. Steve Knoblock
Councilmember
City of San Clemente

Rncotine Seott

Hon. Kristine Scott
Councilmember
City of Rancho Cucamonga

Hon. Austir@umbard

Mayor Pro Tem
City of Tustin

Hon. Mike Carroll

Councilmember
City of Irvine

Hon. Scott VVoig
Mayor
City of Lake Forest

-
Hon Bucknum

Mayor Pro Tem
City of Mission Viejo

ZRay Margues
Hon. Ray Marquez
Vice Mayor

City of Chino Hills

ﬂ‘/}Q@t '
Hon. Michmg

Councilmember
City of Aliso Viejo

Bl Minanda
Hon. Bill Miranda
Mayor

City of Santa Clarita

Paul Leon
Hon. Paul Leon
Mayor

City of Ontario

Ben Benoit

Hon. Ben J. Benoit
Mayor Pro Tem
City of Wildomar
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL

From: Kimberly Clark, Program Manager |

(213) 236-1844, clark@scag.ca.gov l< A(G\ S

Subject: Second Quarterly Update on Climate Change Action Resolution Activities

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Information Only - No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians. 2: Advance Southern California’s policy interests and
planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and advocacy.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On January 7, 2021, the Regional Council adopted Resolution 21-628-1 affirming a climate change
crisis in Southern California and called on SCAG and other local and regional partners to join
together to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, improve regional resilience, and reduce
hazards from a changing climate. The Regional Council’s action will help to promote climate
adaptation, mitigation and resilience in support of the 197 jurisdictions in Southern California and
the 19 million residents who call the SCAG region home. This report serves as the second quarterly
update on the agency’s progress in implementing the Resolution. Quarterly updates will continue
to be provided to the Energy and Environment Committee on the agency’s progress in addressing
Resolution 21-628-1 action steps.

BACKGROUND:

Resolution No. 21-628-1 calls on SCAG to pursue a number of activities to address climate change in
order to strengthen regional resilience. These actions emphasize both adaptation to emerging
climate-related hazards, as well as mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions to reduce the impacts to
the region from a changing climate. Importantly, the Regional Council’s action underscores the
need to strengthen partnerships amongst local governments with resources, technical assistance
and other support for jurisdictions’ climate-related planning initiatives. It also advances several
goals, policies, and key connections from Connect SoCal.

Over the last several months, SCAG has been working to:
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e Develop a regional resilience framework to help the region plan and prepare for a changing
climate and other potential near- and long-term disruptions to Southern California;

e |nitiate a regional climate planning network that will provide technical assistance for local
climate adaptation and mitigation initiatives;

e Provide resource support and technical assistance for local jurisdictions to integrate
climate planning in their local planning activities;

e Initiate a regional advanced mitigation program (RAMP) as described in the Connect SoCal
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR);

e Develop a work plan to advance the Accelerated Electrification strategy envisioned in
Connect SoCal;

e Evaluate the economic and job creation benefits of climate adaptation and mitigation
practices for inclusion in regional planning efforts; and

e Develop climate adaptation and mitigation analysis and strategies for the 2024 Regional
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS).

Additionally, SCAG will continue to develop programs and outreach strategies to support near-term
adaptation to address regionally significant vulnerabilities and long-term regional resilience

planning.

Recent Initiatives

Regional Resilience: SCAG staff implemented a cross-departmental Resilience Policy Lab that has
been developing the foundations of a regional resilience framework to explore pressing issues and
potential near- and long-term disruptions to Southern California, such as extreme weather,
drought, wildfires, pandemics, earthquakes and economic shocks. The regional resilience
framework will consider the potential degree of disruption to the region that could result from land
based, atmospheric, public health and geologic natural hazards. To help inform this work, SCAG has
initiated a Regional Resilience Landscape Analysis to identify the status of resilience planning at the
local level, including best practices that can serve as touchpoints for SCAG and local jurisdictions’
future work in resilience.

Climate Planning Network: SCAG staff have been engaging with local jurisdictions and other
stakeholders to initiate a regional climate planning network that will complement existing regional
collaboratives and provide technical assistance for local jurisdictions’ climate planning initiatives —
including consensus building exercises and an information hub featuring a framework of effective
mitigation strategies for cities and counties to use in climate action plans (CAPs) as well as a library
of model policies that collectively foster climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resilience.
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Moving this work forward, SCAG published information resources from the recently completed
Southern California Regional Climate Adaptation Framework to support local jurisdictions’ climate
planning work, including a library of model policies and a matrix of climate adaptation strategies
and actions that can be utilized by jurisdictions with flexibility to address the specific hazards and
potentially impacted infrastructure and community assets in their locales.

SCAG also recently launched a new resource to help jurisdictions update general plan safety
elements and local hazard mitigation plans to address climate adaptation and resilience strategies
in compliance with SB 379 (Jackson, 2015). SCAG’s SB 379 Compliance Curriculum for Local
Jurisdictions was developed with feedback from the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
(OPR), and links resources available from local, regional, and state efforts to specific requirements
under SB 379. The objective of this guidebook is to reduce the cost and staffing needed for local
jurisdictions to be in compliance with the law and effectively plan to reduce the hazards to
residents stemming from a changing climate.

To roll out these resources, SCAG recently partnered with the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative
(LARC),Climate Resolve, Southern California Edison, the Los Angeles Chapter of the American
Planning Association, and the Malibu Foundation to host a workshop on local climate adaptation
planning that provided information, best practices, and other tools for jurisdictions to address
climate adaptation and resilience strategies in compliance with SB 379. This event was attended by
over 100 stakeholders, including staff from local jurisdictions, utilities, universities, community-
based organizations, and industry professionals. Further, SCAG hosted a meeting of the Climate
Adaptation Regional Planning Working Group as well as a Toolbox Tuesday training in June. Moving
forward, SCAG will be engaging one-on-one with jurisdictions seeking technical assistance to walk
local staff through available resources and provide hands-on training on available data tools leading
up to the January 1, 2022 deadline for SB 379 compliance.

In these multiple engagements, local jurisdictions have emphasized the need for resources to
support climate adaptation and mitigation activities, including identifying funding resources for
climate action plans, general plan safety element updates, local hazard mitigation infrastructure
financing plans, electric vehicle permitting, urban heat mitigation plans, organic waste reduction
plans, wildlife corridor restoration plans, greenway connectivity master plans, among other efforts.
SCAG staff have been monitoring emerging regional, state, and federal opportunities to this end
and have been working to advance the allocation, distribution, and expenditure of resources to
meet the region’s needs.

Regional Advanced Mitigation: Since the conservation and management of natural and farm lands
serves as an important strategy to mitigate climate change-inducing greenhouse gas emissions,
SCAG staff have partnered with The Nature Conservancy to develop options for the establishment
of a Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP). Advanced mitigation is a science-based
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approach to identify mitigation opportunities early in the planning process ahead of the design and
permitting phases to more effectively address impacts for projects that support reduction of per-
capita VMT. The initiative can support long-term management and stewardship of mitigated
properties. Work in this regard involves stakeholder interviews with county transportation
commissions, as well as organizations in the region that have established habitat conservation
plans, natural community conservation plans, and multiple species habitat conservation plans.
Overall, the RAMP will establish and/or supplement regional conservation and mitigation banks to
offset impacts of transportation and other development projects.

Accelerated Electrification: Looking further into opportunities for climate mitigation, staff have
been working to advance the Accelerated Electrification strategy adopted in Connect SoCal to
provide a holistic and coordinated approach to decarbonizing or electrifying passenger vehicles,
transit, and goods movement vehicles to go beyond benefits achieved through state mandates
alone. Staff developed a draft work plan, and sought feedback from the EEC and the Transportation
Policy Committee in April, 2021.

Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy: The Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy (IERS) Work
Planis structured around the three work phases of listen, convene, and catalyze. It builds on
listening sessions and data collection produced between July and December 2020, and the Racial
Equity Baseline Indicators generated by the SCAG Equity Working Group based on the National
Equity Atlas. The IERS includes findings that the economic costs of not addressing climate hazards
will heavily impact local governments. Climate adaptation and mitigation infrastructure has a net
economic benefit, both in terms of job creation and for workforce development in transitioning to a
greener economy. The Work Plan includes recommendations for SCAG to pursue funding resources
for infrastructure investments that will better prepare the region to be climate-ready and meet its
future resource and safety needs.

Looking forward, SCAG staff will continue to provide quarterly updates to the Energy and
Environment Committee on the agency’s progress in fulfilling the direction of Regional Council on
the completion of activities in Resolution No. 21-628-1.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work for this effort is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Overall Work Program (OWP) under
project 065-4092.01 (Adaptation Analysis).

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. PowerPoint Presentation - Update on SCAG Climate Change Action Resolution
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Second Quarterly Progress Update

Kimberly Clark, Program Manager
SCAG Sustainability Department

July 1, 2021

Climate Change Impacts in the SCAG Region

Extreme Heat

Temperature change, 1895-2018
Sea Level Rise/Coastal L 15 2 25300

Flooding and Erosion

Severe Storms/Wind

Inland Flooding

DrOUght i CALIFORNIA

Wildfire

Air Quality and Vector Borne
Diseases

Landslides

Pests and Ecological Hazards
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FEMA National Risk Index

« In October 2020, FEMA
identified Southern
California as one of the
most vulnerable areas
in the U.S. due to
natural hazards

Los Angles County is
the most at-risk
nationwide

Riverside County and
San Bernardino County
are amongst the 10
highest at-risk
counties in the U.S.
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Building Blocks

SoCal Climate Adaptation Framework:
= February 2019 Kickoff
= SB 1 Adaptation Planning Grant
= SCAG, Cambridge Systematics, with ESA, Here LA, and Urban Economics

Includes:
= Tools and Resources for Local Planning
Outreach and Communications Strategies
Planning Guidance and Model Policy Language
Climate Adaptation Metrics & Tools for Local and Regional Agencies
Adaptation Infrastructure Finance and Funding Guidance
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Stakeholder Outreach

Local Jurisdiction . .
" Elected Officials
Practitioners

= Two focus groups with 8 = Interviews with 8 CBOs = Subregional COG
different jurisdictions = Quarterly Climate Adaptation Presentations

= Online survey tool to seek Working Group Meetings = Presentation to SCAG’s
input from all jurisdictions  « Two Public “Toolbox Tuesday”  ENergy & Environment

= Interviews with Trainings on SCAG’s Climate Policy Committee

jurisdictions for case study ~ Adaptation Framework & = Presentation to SCAG's
ERELAS Tools Regional Council

= Five Public Pop-Up Climate
Talks Events

e\

A\e
[\

Climate Talks Public Outreach

-
What is the Climate Talks Box? . :
Immersive pop-up experience
Educate public about climate change & adaptation ““ g
[N -

N
M

Goal i
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= a = = L
Four different messaging strategies about climate

A
change tounderstand what resonates {
Messaging Strategies

1. Personal, monetary & health-related harm

2. Trusted leaders
3. California’s natural resources
4. Regional impacts

—
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Climate Talks Public Outreach Events

Climate Resolve Keep LA Cool Day @

Hansen Dam, 09/07/19

Open Arts & Music Festival, 09/15/19

Outreach Findings Highlights

Local Jurisdiction
Practitioners

» Lack of dedicated staffing
resources for climate
planning

» Activities should cross
departments

» High turnover and lack of
champions or oversight is
challenging

» Jurisdictions need more
tools and datasets to track
performance and would
like to coordinate with
counterparts

There is a general knowledge
gap on climate change
solutions

Linkages of community
impacts from climate change
can be challenging to convey

Maps of climate impacts are
not the best means for
conveying impacts; images
and statistics on local quality
of life are

The language of climate
change and adaptation may
not be familiar to several
audiences

CLIMATE TALKS

Urban Hive Market Long Beach, 09/28/19

Elected Officials

= Health, socioeconomic, and

racial equity considerations
should be included in
regional policymaking
addressing climate hazards

SCAG shall develop a
regional resilience
framework, a regional
climate planning network,
and partnerships to support
jurisdictions’ climate
planning initiatives
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Climate Change Action Resolution - adopted January 7, 2021

Regional Resilience Framework
Climate Planning Network
Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP)
Accelerated Electrification
Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy
Climate Adaptation & Mitigation Analysis and
Strategies in the 2024 RTP/SCS
Partnership Potential

Climate Action Plans

Urban Greening

Safety elements

Hazard mitigation infrastructure financing

Urban heat mitigation

Wildlife corridor restoration & greenway
connectivity

EV permitting

Regional Resilience Framework

Will consider potential disruption to the region
that could result from land-based, atmospheric,
public health, and geologic hazards, amongst
others

Cross-Departmental Resilience Policy Lab at SCAG
* Definitions
* Internal Assessment
* Regional Resilience Framework Scoping
* Options for 2024 Connect SoCal Framework
Resilience Landscape Analysis

* Will identify state of current resilience practices in
the region and elsewhere
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Climate Planning Network - Information Hub

t The project was funded by the Caltrans Adaptation Planning grant program.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CLIMATE
ADAPTATION PLANNING GUIDE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CLIMATE ADAPTATION
PLANNING GUIDE

LIBRARY OF MODEL POLICIES

SOCAL APG RESOURCES

COMMUNICATION &

QUTREACH TOOLKIT

5B 379 GUIDEROOK

https://bit.ly/SCAGClimate

Require Green or White Roofs. Reg

y ,tore
Encourage Landscaping to Reduce He:

var orougnt

age Building Design Features that Create Shade. I\
design guidelines to allow and encourage awnings, canoj

¢ Adopt an Urban Canopy Ordinance. A

pruning to preserve il

ning and/or lo
nd-Urban-In

Recent Changes Affecting General Plan Elements

Add new
element or
incorporate
throughout

= Update every 5-8
years or penalized
* AB 72, effective

= Update after Housing
Element

*SB 1241, effective
2014

Wildfire

Update after LHMP
* AB 747, effective,
Add 2022
evacuation Update after Housing
routes Element
. SB 99 Effective
2020

Update during or after LHMP
* SB 378, effective 2017-
2022
Update after Housing Element
= SB 1035, effective 2019

Add climate
EGEN N

« Create or incorporate
when 2 or more elements
are updated concurrently
*SB 1000, effective 2018
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Climate Planning Network: SB 379 Technlcal Assistance

Safety Element (SB 379, SB 1035)

« Reduce potential risks directly attributed to natural hazards, e.g., fires,
earthquakes, and droughts

Figure 9: Comparison of Conventional Versus Clustered Development in the WUI (Source: Martin
Dreiling Smart Code Module)

Figure 6: Defensible Space Zones (Source: CAL FIRE) i K Eaﬁa a
3 o = o
d
13 5

) 4 )

ange Action

d development model contains the same amount of housing as the conventional development. In
liows for a larger agricultural buffer between the development and wildlands, requires less fire
icea i

Source: CAL FIRE Source: Martin Dreiling Smart Code Module ;

ate on SCAG Climate

Climate Planning Network: SB 379 Technlcal Assistance

Incorporating Climate
Adaptation into Planning
Efforts

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

9:00 AM -12:00 PM

1>\

m" EDISON

Energy for What's Ahead

SOUTHERN CALITORNIA
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Regional Advanced Mitigation Program

Goal: Expedite project delivery and achieve
meaningful conservation outcomes

Specifically, we aim to:
- Save time
Save money
Improve project delivery and conservation
outcomes
Encourage agency communication
Compliment existing efforts

Simply put: helping resource and
transportation agencies achieve more
efficient mitigation aligned with goals

Accelerated Electrification

Accelerated Electrification Work Plan
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Electric Vehicle Charging Station
Study

AB 1236 EV Charging Permit
Streamlining Workshops for
Jurisdictions

Continuing partnerships with the
Department of Energy (DOE) and the
Governor's Office of Business and
Economic Development (GO-Biz)
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Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy

Ensure that all strategies contribute to a climate
ready region, both in mitigation of climate
impacts and adaptation to climate hazards

Focus on rebuilding the middle class with high
road employment & workforce development

Economic costs of not addressing climate change
will weigh heavily on local governments

Climate adaptation and mitigation have a net
economic benefit for job creation, workforce
development, and transitioning to a greener
economy
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Thank You!

Questions?

Kimberly Clark
clark@scag.ca.gov

213-236-1844
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL

From: Lorianne Esturas, Assistant Regional Planner ..
(213) 236-1853, esturas@scag.ca.gov n[: SVWAL A(G\ S

Subject: 2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:
Information Only — No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The CivicSpark program is a statewide Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps program administered by
the State of California’s Office of Planning and Research and the Local Government Commission
(LGC). SCAG is a regional partner and beneficiary of the CivicSpark program and has hosted
CivicSpark Fellows working in the Sustainability Department for the past seven (7) years. SCAG’s
2020-21 CivicSpark Senior Climate Fellows—Natalie Arreaga, Amanda Caswell, and Vannesa
Reyes Salazar—advanced the goals and key connections of Connect SoCal - SCAG’s 2020 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy - primarily in the areas of climate
adaptation, housing supportive infrastructure, and conservation.

BACKGROUND:

The CivicSpark program is a statewide Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps program administered by
the State of California’s Office of Planning and Research and the Local Government Commission
(LGC). The program places 90 Fellows in local governments around the state to build local capacity
around climate, water management, affordable housing, and mobility issues. SCAG is a regional
partner and beneficiary of the CivicSpark program and has hosted CivicSpark Fellows in the
Sustainability Department for the past seven (7) years.

To help advance the goals and key connections of Connect SoCal, SCAG once again partnered with
LGC to host three CivicSpark Climate Fellows, as well as three CivicSpark Housing Fellows. For the
2020-21 CivicSpark service year, CivicSpark Senior Climate Fellows, Natalie Arreaga, Amanda
Caswell, and Vannesa Reyes Salazar, returned to SCAG for a 2nd service year term. The Senior
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Climate Fellows undertook three unique projects with focus areas under climate change adaptation,
public health, housing supportive infrastructure, and natural and farmlands conservation. Natalie
Arreaga worked on an extreme heat and public health analysis with a focus on vulnerable
populations. Amanda Caswell worked on agricultural conservation priorities and the SocCal

Greenprint. Vannesa Reyes Salazar worked on Housing Supportive Infrastructure with a focus on tax
increment financing.

The final deliverables of the 2020-21 CivicSpark program year include: SoCal Greenprint launch
preparation, an agricultural conservation workplan, an extreme heat and public health report and
StoryMap which will be linked on SCAG’s website, current information on tax increment financing
and best practices available on SCAG’s Infrastructure Financing and Funding website, and updated
data on greenhouse gas emissions inventories, health, and urban greening in the Green Region
Indicators (GRI) tool. These projects support Connect SoCal’s land use strategy to support local
sustainability planning, highlighting best practices around the region and serving as a resource for
other cities to replicate existing projects and tailor them to suit their unique needs.

SCAG’s partnership with CivicSpark will continue through the 2021-22 program year. The next steps
for the SoCal Greenprint include hosting the fourth and final Advisory Committee meeting and
preparing for the expected launch in Fall 2021. The next steps for the public health/extreme heat
project will be to finalize the report and develop a methodology on prioritizing communities across
the SCAG region. The next steps for the work on tax increment financing will be to provide technical
assistance to the 2020-21 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) -- Housing and Sustainable
Development Program selected projects that will be pursuing tax increment financing districts.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The CivicSpark program is funded jointly by the LGC, and SCAG in its FY 20-21 Overall Work Program
(065.137.10).

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone

Packet Pg. 76




§ I,
@ @ Yok Government :@
N 5 NS Commission P4
7 oF cn\uﬂ“\ Leaders for Livable Communities S )
1 1Y
e
- B

Energy &
Environment
Committee

July 1, 2021
CivicSpark Senior Climate Fellows

Natalie Arreaga
Amanda Caswell

Vannesa Reyes Salazar
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What is CivicSpark?

a program of the Local Government Commission

A Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps program
dedicated to building capacity for local
governments to address climate change

* Managed by Local Government Commission (LGC) in
partnership with the Governor’s Office of Planning and H Local

a 44| Government

Research (OPR) 71N Commission

SCAG has been a CivicSpark partner and
beneficiary since 2014 and has hosted 24
Fellows over the course of 7 years
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2020-21 Fellow Projects

- Agricultural Conservation - Tax Increment - Extreme Heat and
Priorities Financing Public Health Analysis

- SoCal Greenprint

Green Region Indicators v5.0

Natural and Farm Lands Conservation

= Promote conservation of natural and agricultural lands
and restoration of habitats.

* Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality.
« Encourage regional economic prosperity and global competitiveness.
- Support healthy and equitable communities.

« Adapt to a changing climate and support an integrated

regional development pattern and transportation network.

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)
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SCAG's Agricultural Conservation Priorities

« Importance of Agricultural Conservation

» SCAG's Objectives:

= (1) Understand the agricultural landscape in the SCAG
region.

= (2) Determine benefits from agricultural conservation to
the SCAG region.

SCAG's Agricultural Conservation Priorities

= Research Gaps and
Landscape Analysis

= Facilitate
Collaboration and
Build Partnerships

» Potential
Implementation of
Findings

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)

a program of the Local Government Commission
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SoCal Greenprint

https://scag.ca.gov/qgis-socal-greenprint

= lTool wireframes in
development

« Final Advisory
Committee Meeting
this month

» Launch Expected in
Fall 2021

. S
0

W vievancs Areas High in Species Biodiversity
W Hanitat Connectnity Areas High Species Richness (Level 20751 [l Highest Spacies Richness (Level 5 of 5)

Source: Connect SoCal

Housing Supportive Infrastructure - Tax
Increment Financing

= 2020 RTP/SCS Connect SoCal Housing Supportive Infrastructure
Key Connection - "Supports local jurisdictions in planning and
implementing water and sewer capacity enhancements and
parking strategies to reduce housing costs and increase housing”

= Tax increment financing (TIF) can be utilized to fund these
housing construction costs

= With the goal of serving as an informational resource, SCAG’s
“Smart Growth Infrastructure” website has been updated with
current information and best practices on TIF tools

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)
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SCAG Smart Growth Infrastructure Website
Update

Added information on 6 TIF districts:

* Enhanced Infrastructure * Second Neighborhood Infill Finance
Financing District (EIFD) and Transit Improvements Act
e Community Revitalization (NIFTI-2)
and Investment Authority (CRIA) * Affordable Housing Authority (AHA)
* Neighborhood Infill Finance and * Infrastructure and
Transit Improvements Act (NIFTI) Revitalization Financing District
(IRFD)

Added 9 Case Studies:

* County of Los Angeles West Carson « City of San Diego Otay Mesa EIFD
EIFD » (ity of West Sacramento EIFD
* C(City of Placentia/County of Orange + City of Fresno EIFD
EIFD * San Francisco Treasure Island IRFD
+ City of La Verne/County of Los * Section on Climate-Safe
Angeles EIFD Infrastructure (can be funded by
* C(ity of Redondo Beach EIFD EIFDs)

SCAG’s Smart Growth Infrastructure website
https://scag.ca.gov/smart-growth-infrastructure

CUEWORK SMART GROWTH INFRASTRUCTURE

Connect SoCal +

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Awareness

Funding and Financing for Smart Growth Infrastructure in California

Programs & Projects - The Smart Growth Infrastructure Funding and Financing (IFF) program s designed
10 assist citios to identify funding and financing opportunities and pol«\llal
| Housing o X
[ ps for public P 10 support &
Economy & Finance = climate and other smart growth projects.
The information available to you here defines available funding sources and
Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy financing tooks to fund projects such as:

lonal Economic Stratagy and Data  +
Reg ogy « Community facilitios {fire, police, libcary, childcare, schools, otc)

Smart Growth Infrastructure - * Electricity/utiity infrastructure

* Local strects/roads

* Ongoing operations and maintenance
Fun mna Sources and Special * Parks/open space

+ * Sewer/stormwates

Case Sudies

* Streetscape/placemaking Improvements

* Transit/transit stations

* Affordable housing

* Chmate-Smart Infrastructure (climate-resiiont infrastructure)

Federal & State Compliance
Several of the funding sources and financing tools listed are linked 1o one o more
caso studies of recent smart growth improvement prqods In California and across
the country. The case studies and other inf OSOUIC

since the elimination of redevelopment agencies in Coldo:nia 2012, and are designed to highlight emerging alternatives to tools that are no longer avallable.

Sustainability

| Transpostation

Local Resources

+ + + + +
Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)
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Case Studies
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OURWORK CASE STUDIES

Connect SaCal +
Inchusion. Divorsity. Equity & Awaroncss The case studles presented on this site explore tools and strategles for funding, financing, and managing
Progms & Proects - TOD/smart growth infrastructure projects. They fall under one of two categories:
el & FUNDING AND FINANCING TOOLS AND STRATEGIES
Lconomy & Pnance -
Thess ease susor oo 503 the ueo of at o ety

Inehstive Eeoncmie Hocoveny SHaegy
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o e SO ¥ PARKING MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES
<man Growth mastscnre =

Monagng snd parking i oo 2 S0 COSANE TODAMMT Growe plan, My ¥ CALIo 3O RO SO DK LIRSS 80
Cane Sousine 52000 of srtace Parkeng Kt 1N Ghe! SLITON areds Gf INEE dRYICTS, PAKING MaNIQEMENt STNEPRS Can hop
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Furaing Sourcens and Specist o
i + congestion, generate lunang . and protect 110 Vestor, amgéoyee, NGOr commter parkng, These

L s St & s uppon 100 and o0 rban g,
Financng Tooks
Pamncaings About Case Stades

Foderst & Stato Conphance wan loseens v Howovor

% oach carne sy wurcos. manry wo no Redevant Took are cited at the

N s L toc pamaitiom.

Transportation

Losal Rosources

Fundig & Programeming FUNDING AND FINAVICING TOOLS AND TTRATEGIES

Logalaton & Advocacy

Spark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentat

PR 3

Puticaon & Roports

City of Placentia/County of Orange
Enhanced Infrastructure Financing

District (EIFD)

County of Los Angeles West Carson
Enhanced Infrastructure Financing
District (EIFD)

Ivic

. 1 May 2020, Los Angebes Courty spproved o BT T Mocontis EFD mil fund barmd suppertive aevd

Commission

Spark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 C

VALUE CAPTURE 0
Connect SoCal + Value captire is not one thing but a bundie of 1ools thal raise revenue by capturing the il v astructure and'or & stong o
% strengthening real estate market. Value capture can emad the creation of a new 1ax of fee (schas a tax or impact fee). the

Inciusion, Diversity, Bquity & Awareness CIVOrSIon Of NOW TAVRNUeS GRNerated Dy 30 XISING LXK (35 In 1AX INCTRMENt AINANCING), OF 3 EVRNLA-SNIING AEEMEnt that Mows 3 QOVRMMeNt AGency 1o share in

S0Me Of the tavenues generated by dewsoning publicly owned Land (known 35 ol development)
Programs & Projects
Housing +

Feonamy & Financs —

- 2021 Civ

Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District (EIFD)

Inchusive Economic Recovery Strasegy
Regional Economic Siategy and Data 4 Tau Incroment financing (TIF) works by freezing the propesty 1ax revenues that flow from a designated project ared 10 the city, county, and oehor taxing ensties at the
“Bia%0 Mvel” In The CUITONt yeAr, AGHBONSI LY (event 1 RAUCe yours e “INCrament”) & divertid into 3 5epseate ool of Money, WhKN can B Lsod HIher 10 pay foe
IMproements drectly oF 10 By BICK BANds 152060 SGaINst the anticipated TIF reveaue.

ion

Semart Growth infastructure -

Case Studies
In Cabfornia, T has histoncally Been Used by Ieewelopment JpEnches 10 e funding fof INrastuctere IMprovements. 1anG assembly. Nousing, Snd oliver projocts in
Funaing Sources and Speciat ” areas. Mowever, aences in California were required by state Liw 10 ssobve a5 of Februiry 1, 2012 In 2054 wi Senate B8 (58 628 the
Ik Fi ' Districts Enh d Infrast Fi (EFDs). EIFDs are o type of TIF dstrict clies and counties coukd

foem 10 Nedp AUk eConomic development DIojcts. Several legisiative measures have passed In the years following that modfied SB 626 and EFFD requirements.
Assembly B8 733 (017) allows for BFDS 10 fund cimate change 3daptation projects, INCRINg but not mited 10 prOJects Shat ddress CONGIons hat IMpact public health
Valuo Capturs {swch a5 decreased air and water quATtY. teperatires Tigher Shan Ivecage, otc ) And extreme wedther events (such 35 sea level Tise. heat waves. wikifies. eic | Senste
B 145 (20%8) atows EIFDs 10 abo fund infrastnacturo malmenance costs; Assembly B 16 (2019) alows for EIFDs 0 hisue bonds without public vose howover does

User Fees
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FIFDs are govemed by a Public Financing Autharity (PFA) made up of § members of at keast 3 and 2 local ¥ Who ive of work In the —
Partnerships dlsarict avon. The PEA oversees. of the District's % the speciic projects the District will fund. Additionaby, weike (o]
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Resources and Next Steps

Resources

= Toview the Toolbox Tuesday webinar on the Smart Growth Infrastructure
website, visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPYiN1VEIsM

=« Toview the SCAG Smart Growth Infrastructure website,
visit: https://scag.ca.gov/smart-growth-infrastructure

Next Steps

= SCAG’s 2020-21 Sustainable Communities Program - Housing and
Sustainable Development Program is providing technical assistance to
jurisdictions pursuing TIF districts

« Maintain TIF “Case Studies” and information in the Smart Growth
Infrastructure website up-to-date with new information

Extreme Heat and Public Health Analysis

» Research public health impacts of extreme heat

» ldentify current extreme heat days and future
projections

» ldentify vulnerable populations

» ldentify existing best practices

» ldentify sample supportive policies and ordinances

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)
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Forecasts of Extreme Heat (SCAG Region)

Projections from Connect SoCal Public Health Technical Report:

= By 2030, California is expected to have an increase in annual average temperatures
of 5 degrees and 10 degrees by the end of the century.

= The SCAG region is projected to have an average increase of 35 extreme heat days
from 2040-2060.

= The county in the SCAG region with the highest projections is Imperial County,
which is expected to have over 43 extreme heat days per year from 2040-2060.

= Orange County is expected to have 15 heat days per year which is the
lowest projection of extreme heat days in the SCAG region from 2040-2060.

= Riverside, San Bernardino, Los Angeles, and Ventura Counties are expected to have
42,41, 37, and 32 extreme heat days, respectively, per year.

= Extreme heat days per year are expected to more than double across the entire
region after 2085.

Extreme Heat and Public Health

Health Impacts Most Vulnerable

- Heat Cramps - Infants and children under the age of 4
. Heat Exhaustion - Population over the age of 65

- Heat Stroke - Rural residents

- Heat Related Mortality - City dwellers

- Respiratory Illness - Outdoor workers

. Vector Borne Illness - Low-income communities

- Water Quality - People with chronic diseases

Adults living alone

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - 2021 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone (2020-21 CivicSpark Climate Fellows Capstone Presentation)
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Resilience Strategies

Green Roof Cool Roofs Cool Pavements Urban Tree

Canopy
An extension of an A roofing system A road surface that
existing roof that  that reflects more uses additives to Trees and other
involves water sunlight and reflect solar radiation  vegetation reduce heat
proofing, drainage absorbs less heat unlike conventional by providing shade for
system, root than traditional dark pavement that buildings, pavement,
repellent system,  roofs save energy and and other surfaces to
filer cloth, and reduce the need for prevent solar radiation
plants street lighting at night  from reaching heat

absorbing surfaces

Best Practices (SCAG Region)

Adaptation Strategies Ordinances
City of Indio Los Angeles Cool Roof Ordinance
« Cooling Centers - Helps reduce urban heat island
+  Neighborhood and building cooling effects
City of Inglewood California’s Heat Illness Prevention in
Transportation-assistance program Outdoor Places of Employment
Heat island program - Ensures the safety of outdoor workers
Street and neighborhood scale measures during an extreme heat event
City of Laguna Woods SB 1167 Employment Safety for
+ Increase resilience to climate change- Indoor Worker
related hazards - addresses heat-related illnesses of
« Maintain low levels of heat-related illness indoor workers
and death

* Adopt development standards to mitigate
urban heat island effects
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Recommendations for Local Jurisdictions (CA DPH)

* Develop (or consult) an urban heat island index
* Examine and expand the use of cool, porous, or sustainable materials in pavements
* Promote and expand urban greening and the use of green infrastructure

* Assess state, regional and local hazard mitigation plans, heat contingency plans and
other hazard planning documents

* Improve Heat-Health Alert Warnings
* Improve access to and use of air conditioning and other indoor cooling strategies

* Improve community resilience from the impacts of increasing heat events, especially
for vulnerable populations

* Increase the health care system’s extreme heat preparedness and resiliency

* Improve the timeliness and completeness of heat illness and death surveillance
activities planning and responses

a program of the Local Government Commission

Green Region Indicators (GRI) Data Update - GRI v5.0
https://scag.ca.gov/sustainability-program-green-region-initiative
Sustainability Indicators

® S

ACTIVE ADAPTATION BUILT ENVIRONMENT
TRANSPORTATION

®© 0O

ENERGY ENGAGEMENT HEALTH MOTORIZED
TRANSPORTATION

CLIMATE ACTION

OPEN SPACE URBAN GREENING WASTE WATER

a program of the Local Government Commission
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Any Questions?
Thank Youl!

Amanda Caswell Vannesa Reyes Natalie Arreaga
Salazar
Caswell@scag.ca.gov Salazarv@scag.ca.gov Arreaga@scag.ca.gov

SCAGgreenregion@scag.ca.gbv

Local
] Government .
ZANS Commission i
Leaders for Livable Communities m
lgc.org A3 F A HETTE TR

a program of the Local Government Commission
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
July 1, 2021
To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL

From: Grieg Asher, Program Manager I ..
(213) 236-1869, asher@scag.ca.gov Kﬁ\'\'\k A(G\ S

Subject: Ventura County Air Pollution Reduction Program

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Information Only - No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and
advocacy.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Dr. Laki Tisopulos, Executive Officer, Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD), will
brief the Committee on the latest air quality issues and programs to address air pollution in
Ventura County. The presentation will include information about the Santa Barbara Channel
vessel speed reduction program to reduce air pollution from nearby cargo ships.

BACKGROUND:

The VCAPCD is a special district in Ventura County formed in 1968 to address the severe air quality
problems in the County. The District provides a full range of air pollution control activities with a
staff of nearly fifty employees. Among the many District programs is a unique program to reduce
nearby cargo ship speeds. It relies on voluntary vessel speed reduction (VSR) zones in the Santa
Barbara Channel region and fulfills multiple objectives of AB 32 (Global Warming Solutions Act of
2006) and AB 1532 (Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund). Through a single policy mechanism, the
program can cut shipping emissions of greenhouse gases, nitrogen oxides, and other air pollutants
by up to 50 percent. The program supports existing Port clean air programs and helps ensure ships
reduce speeds even during favorable economic conditions when it has been shown that they
increase speeds. The program complements the County’s other clean-air efforts, and is in line with
clean-transportation and sustainable freight strategies. In addition, reduced ship speeds also reduce
the severity of injury to whales should a ship-whale collision occur.

Packet Pg. 88



aguilarm
Typewritten Text
AGENDA ITEM 9

aguilarm
Typewritten Text

aguilarm
Typewritten Text


mr
CAG
| | |
The intent of this special initiative is to both cut air pollution and protect whales in the VSR zone in
the Santa Barbara Channel region. For the Program, financial incentives are awarded to shipping
companies based on the percent of distance traveled by their vessels through the VSR zones at 10
knots or less and with an average speed that did not exceed 12 knots. The 10-knot target was
selected by the partnership for consistency. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Sanctuaries request vessels 300 gross tons or larger to slow to 10 knots or less during the
months of peak whale abundance to protect whales from lethal ship strikes. Shipping companies
received financial awards at different tiers based on their fleet’s adherence to the program criteria.
The four award tiers were bronze, silver, gold and sapphire. Close to $300,000 was available for the

2018 program year. Awards have ranged from approximately $1,000 to $35,000 (or greater in
special circumstances) per company.

The VCAPCD has provided funding for the Program because reducing vessel speeds greatly reduces
emissions of smog-forming pollutants, and helps the County attain state and federal air quality
standards for ozone. Other partners have included the Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District.

FISCAL IMPACT:
No Fiscal Impact. This is not a SCAG funded project.
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